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FTEN we buy a certain product upon the rec- | 


ommendation of a friend. It is a good plan to 

consider the Times advertising columns as the en- 

dorsements of .a true friend. It will pay to read 
these columns every week. 






























Redemption 


By Helen Frazee - Bower 
He brou ght me forth also into a large place. — Psalm 18: 19. 


ORD, I was in a little place, 
But Thou hast brought me out; 
Thy Word a lamp unto my feet, 
I scaled the walls of doubt. 


Out of the littleness of self, 
The striving to be good, 

Into the great, uncharted fields 
Of Thine infinitude; 


Out of the littleness of care, 

“The worries that destroy, ‘ 
Inte-the large and sunlit place 

Of. everlasting joy; 


Out of the littleness of pride, 
That choked and stifled me, 
Into the fragrant open air 
Of Thy humility. 


Lord, when I walk the larger fields 
And glean sweet peace from them, 
I will recall @ little place 
The barn in Bethlehem. 


I know my place is large, because, 
O Christ of Calvary, 

Thy love was great and Thou didst take 
The little place for me. 








God’s Breaking Power ¥ 


There is nothing that God cannot break = Eee ‘ef God! «Countless millions of people have been tor- 
For there is-so much* tured; ‘mattyred — slain because “religious” men ‘have 
ought to be broken: . 


his Word. His-irresistible breaking power ‘stiould 
one of our greatest comforts. 3 
that we cannot break and that n 
As Archdeacon Sinclair has said: “Though the mis- 
takes and follies which -you have committed seem to 


enclose you like a net from which you cannof extricate - 


yourself, God can even the strongest ties. 
Though your sins rise up all round you, and seem to 
be weighing you down to the ground, when you would 
fain be soaring toward the blue sky, God can destroy 
their enchantment and their power. Though the 
doubts and uncertainties which have been- breathed 
into your ear by the tempter and his agents seem to 
hang about you like a thick fog, in which you know 
not which way to turn, God, like His servant the sun, 


can find a way of. making their myriad atoms dis- 
solve.” Let us confidently bring God today, therefore, 
that bondage which is our despair and from which 
we have felt we could not. escape. “God is able” 
(Rom. 14:4). “God is faithful” (1 Cor. 10:13). 
He will do for us today what he did for his people 
of old, when “they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, 
and he saved them out of their distresses. . He brought 
them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and 
brake their bands in sunder” (Psa. 107: 13, 14). Then 
we shall sing with David: “Our soul is escaped as 
a bird out of the snare of the fowlers: the snare is 
broken, and we are escaped” (Psa. 124:7). For there 
is one thing that God could break, but he will not: 
“A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking 
flax shall he not quench” (Isa. 42: 3). 


Investigating Disaster 

Every disaster can be the occasion of fresh bless- 
ing. If we find how it could have been avoided we 
may be the better prepared to prevent it in the future. 
A striking phrase occurred in the report of the In- 
spector General of the United States Steamboat In- 
spection Service, D, N. Hoover, on the sinking of the 
Vestris. His report absolved the Inspection: Service 
from charges of having failed to make thorough ex- 
amination of the vessel before it left port, and gave 
important details as to what had been disclosed. De- 
scribing what occurred just before the sinking, Mr. 
Hoover said: “There was evidence ... of the ab- 
sence of a strong directing hand, and it is this absence 
of discipline at this time that explains the large loss 
of life in this disaster. The thing that stands out 
most prominently ... and the lesson first to be learned 
is that we must hereafter stress men more than things.” 
In other words, a vessel with the best equipment in 


the world may fail to protect life if that equipment - 


is not handled properly by disciplined men. “Things” 
are never the last word in either happiness or safety 


& 


for men. Not what men have, but what they are and 
what they do with what they have, is the heart of the 
matter. Character and ability are more important than 
possessions. If this is true in the life and experience 
of men of the world, how much more is it true of God’s 
children. That we must “stress men more than things” 
was shown by the Lord. Jesus Christ when he said, 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteous- 
ness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” 


« 
How Does God Save? 


. God never saves any except the undeserving. We 
often have the privilege of helping needy persons who 
deserve our help; God never has that privilege. What 
he does for lost sinners he does because of the good- 
ness of his heart, never because of the goodness 
of their hearts. There are times when we, in 
turn, may help the undeserving. At such times, 
what spirit do we show? Are we likely to show 
just a bit of condescension? Do we remind those 
whom we help that, while we were glad to help them, 
they really had no right to expect it, and certainly 
they must not expect it again under similar circum- 
stances? What spirit does God show when he saves 
the undeserving? That means ourselves. The Kes- 
wick Calendar quotes from S, M. Haughton a search- 
ing, discerning word: “How does He save? Kindly, 
tenderly, without upbraiding; heartily, cheerfully, and 
lovingly ; not as though he were discharging a debt 
he did not wish to pay; not telling you how much it 
cost him to procure your salvation; not telling you it 
serves you right to suffer. Oh, no; he saves freely 
and fully. Go to him at once. Nay, he is by your 
side, waiting to be admitted into your heart. He de- 
lights in mercy (Mic. 7:18, 19). He waits to be 
gracious (Isa. 30:18, 19). He longs for your return 
to him. His language is, ‘How shall I give thee up?’ 
(Hos. 11:8.) Whoever looks coldly on your return, 
Jesus will not.” j 


What Is Knowing God ? 


By An Unknown Christian 


. IS of the utmost importance that we should kNow 

God. One writer. declares that “the personal 

knowledge of God is the true secret of happiness; 
and a real trust in, and acquaintance with the heavenly 
Father transforms~ both spirit and life. for him who 
possesses it.” That is true—but we must go farther 
than this: Eternal life is dependent upon knowledge 
of God. 

In his high-priestly prayer our Lord says: “And 
this is life eternal, that they might KkNow thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent” 
(John 17:3). So this question is not one of mere in- 
terest to the: few—it is one of eternal importance 
fo all. Do I know God? If not, I am missing eternal 
ife. 

The Bishop of Winchester in his arresting little 
book, “What is:God Like?” points out that the most 
powerful ‘thing .in the world is an idea; and that the 
idea which has exercised more influence on the minds 
of.:en than any other has been the idea of God. How 
terrible. then must be ‘the evil power. of a wrong idea 


liath-falsé ideas of God. 
-- Our Lord foretold’ this. 


i He said to his disciples: 
They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the 

This is the second article in the series on “Knowing 
God” by the “Unknown Christian” of England whose books 
have brought blessing to many. e series will continue 
for. severa ,months, in ‘frequent though not necessarily 
consecutive issues. The first article appeared in last week’s 
issue; the remaining topics include: Following On to Know. 

ow Can I Know God? Christ the Way. Be Still and 
Know. Abiding in Christ. Through the Holy Spirit. The 
Holy Communion. Then Shall I Know. 

A Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscription, for 25 cents, 
for those not now taking the paper, will secure most of 
the series if sent promptly to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think 
that he doeth God service. And these things will 
they do unto you, because they have not KNowN the 
Father, nor me” (John 16: 2, 3). 

Does it not seem incredible that people who know 
neither the Father nor Christ can imagine that any- 
thing they do is of service to God? How blind men 
can be! How ignorant religious men can be of 
what God is like and what he really desires! 

And how important it is, then, that you and I 
should KNow God! Long ago had a “contro- 
versy” with his sinful people. “Hear the word of 
the Lord, . . . there is no truth, no mercy, nor knowl- 
edge of God in the land. . . . My people are destroyed 
for lack of knowledge” (Hos. 4:1, 6). Our Lord’s 
lament over Jerusalem was due to the same reason: 
“If thou hadst KNowN, even thou, ... the things 
which belong unto _thy peace!” (Luke 19:42.) __ 

_ Everything in the Christian’s life depends upon a 
right knowledge-of God: for it is that which deter- 


_mines all our thoughts and actions, and creates the 


very atmosphere. in which we live and labor. 
Let us then ask, What is it to kNow God? 


1. First of all we must remember that it is not 
merely knowing about. God. Many godless people 
know a great deal about God. They have an intel- 
lectual knowledge of him. Even Satan and the fallen 
angels have this. “Thou believest that there is one 
God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and 
tremble” (Jas. 2:19). The unclean spirits often 
claimed to “know” our Lord. They cried, “Thou art 
Christ the Son of God” (Luke 4:41). “I know thee 
who thou art,” said another, “the Holy One of God” 
(v. 34). Pilate and Caiaphas and Herod saw Christ, 
heard him speak, and knew a great deal about him; 
but they did not really kNow him personally. The 
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scribes and Pharisees who crucified Christ were ex- 
perts in knowing about God. 

Today no man can see the Lord Jesus in the flesh. 
But there are two ways of knowing him. One is 
intellectual only; the other is personal and spiritual. 

No amofint of worldly wisdom — just the bringing 
of an acute ‘intellect and trained scholarship to ex- 
amine the Scriptures —can bring anyone to a personal 
knowledge of Jesus Christ, “whom to KNow is life 
eternal.’ When examining schools in India I found 
that heathen boys often carried off prizes for Scrip- 
ture knowledge — but these boys did not KNow Jesus 
Christ. They knew a great deal about him, and that 
was all. ‘ ‘ 


2. When our Lord declared that life eternal is to 
KNow God through Jesus Christ, he was speaking of a 
personal and spiritual knowledge; that is, possessing 
God as Father and Jesus Christ as Saviour, Friend, 
Brother, and Lord. 

This sort of knowledge does not end in knowing all 
the facts of the creed, and the workings of God, but 
it appropriates these facts as an influencing and con- 
trolling power in the life. Any painstaking student 
can get a clear knowledge of theology and understand 
the doctrine of the Atonement, the Fatherhood of God, 
the mystery of the Trinity, and the work of the Holy 
Spirit, and yet not KNow God as a Saviour. This 
comes only through faith; a faith that seeks to enter 
into the mind and purposes of Christ —to understand 
not only what he does, but why he does it. Faith is 
opposed to sight, but not to knowledge. Knowledge 
is the essence of faith. He that cometh to God must 
KNow —as well as believe —that he is (Heb. 11:6). 

Intellectual knowledge ieads to thoughts; spiritual 
knowledge leads to convictions, which express them- 
selves in deeds. The distinction between these two 
kinds of knowledge is brought out again and again 
in the Bible. Two different Greek words are used 
for them. The one word means, practically, knowing 
about a thing or fact, and is rarely used of persons. It 
is like intellectual knowledge, and the word comes 
from the verb “to see” — physical sight. 

The other word means a coming to know, a learning 
— such as a gradual and increasing personal knowledge 
of men and women. It is used in Matthew 7: 22, 23: 
“Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have 
cast out devils? ... And then will I profess unto them, 
I never KNEW you: depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity.” There is a sense in which our Lord “knew” 
them through and through: yet there is a sense in 
which he KNEW them not —they were not his friends 
but strangers to him. And therefore they did not 
know him or God the Father. 

We have the same word in the parable of the ten 
virgins. When the five foolish virgins knocked at the 
closed door, the bridegroom said: “Verily I say unto 
you, | KNow you not” (Matt. 25:12). The door was 
shut against them not because they were wicked or 
immoral. They were strangers to him—that was all. 

The brethren of our Lord “knew” him intimately 
in one way —but Christ’s disciples who believed on 
him possessed a deeper and more understanding knowl- 
edge. This deeper knowledge came to our Lord’s 
brothers only after the resurrection when they, too, 
believed on him. 

The great question, then, for you and me to answer 
is this: Do I Know Christ Jesus, or do I only know 
about him? 


3. Knowledge of God is a mutual thing. We cannot 
know any man unless that man knows us. So we 
read in John 10: 15, 14, “As the Father KNOWETH me, 
even so KNow I the Father. . KNOW my sheep, 
and am KNOWN of mine.” The same Greek verb is 
used in all four cases: it implies this spiritual and per- 
sonal knowledge which brings’ eternal life. This 
knowledge means friendship, fellowship, communion. 
It is mutual. That is why Paul says: “But now ye 
have come to KNOW God, or rather to BE KNOWN by 
God” (Gal. 4:9, R. V.). 

You cannot have the one without the other. 


4. We owe this knowledge to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
as we shall see later. But here let us remember that 
our Lord came down to live as a man, in order to 
bestow upon us the personal friendship of God in 
Christ. (We are not forgetting his atoning sacrifice 
upon the cross; of this we shall think in a future 
chapter). , 

This knowledge of God which involves friendship 
and communion with him is for all who are willing to 
accept it; and our eternal life depends upon it. For 
“this is life eternal, that they might Know thee the 
only true God,” —that is, the real and genuine God, 
who, unlike idols, is true to his name “God” — “and 
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent” (John 17: 3). 

The Lord Jesus was the most friendly man who 
ever lived. Some sought his friendship; others re- 
jected it. The friendship of the Lord Jesus! This 
fact makes religion a real, vital, living thing. Have 
we noticed the increasing revelation of himself that 
the apostles had? We scarcely realize how much of 


our Lord's life was spent in making friends; nor how 
large a portion of his time was devoted to the twelve. 
First of all he calls them servants: “Ye call me Mas- 
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ter and Lord: and ye p} well; for so I am” (John 
13: 13). ‘ : 

But then there follows a new intimacy. “Hence- 
forth I call you not servants; for the servant KNOWETH 
not what his lord doeth : but I have called you friends” 
(John 15:15). How was it, why was it, that they 
became friends? Because of this intimate KNOWLEDGE 
of which we have been speaking. “I have called you 
friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father 
I have MADE KNOWN unto you.” That is a most amaz- 
ing statement—dall things he had heard from the 
Father! We confess that we are staggered at the 
love and condescension of Christ’s graciousness. 

Yet there is more to follow; for after the resurrec- 
tion he calls them brethren. “Go to my brethren” 
(John 20:17). ; 

Christ is our Friend. Friends are perfectly at ease 
with each other. There is a wonderful understanding 
— communion — between them. This friendship is of- 
fered to us by the Lord Jesus, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords: a friendship far more real even than 
that the apostles shared when they lived with our 
Lord; for he dwells in our hearts. He is our Brother 
— united to each of us not merely by a mutual love 
but by a common love to the same heavenly Father. 
“My Father, and your Father; ... my God, and your 
God” as Christ himself said. 
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The marvel is that anyone should be unmoved by : 


this proffered friendship! 
Is the Lord Jesus indeed a Friend of mine — my 


Brother? How wonderfully true are the words of 
Proverbs 18: 24: 


sticketh closer than a: brother.” 

One used to think how wonderful it would be to 
have the Lord Jesus in the home just for one day! 
Who would not give all he has for such a privilege? 
Now it is almost too wonderful to be true — yet true 
it is — that we may come to KNow him more intimately 
than we ever could do from such a day’s companion- 
ship with him. “Have I been so long time with you, 
and yet hast thou not known me, Philip?” said our 
Lord to one who had spent many months in his com- 
pany. But we live in the days of the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit, who sheds forth into our hearts the 
love of God. That fuller, deeper, more spiritual knowl- 
edge which our Lord promised Philip and the others 
is also promised to us. “At that day ye shall KNow 
that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you” 
(John 14: 20). ; 

‘. And this is the KNOWLEDGE we all crave and may all 
ave. 


(To be continued) 





Can We Give Thanks for All Things? 


For many years I have subscribed for and read 
The Sunday School Times, and during the time I 
have found it sound and Scriptural in its utterances, 
but I feel constrained to take issue, in part, with the 


leading editorial in the Thanksgiving Number of 
November 10, “Can We Always Give Thanks ?” 

I have no argument against the proposition that we 
should always give thanks and should always be 
thankful ‘in everything,” but when the Times argues 
that we should give thanks for all things, in the sen- 
tence, “Can we do anything else than thank such a 
God and Father and Saviour and Lord in everything 
and for all things?” it is going beyond Scriptural 
authority, I think. We are taught, “In every thing 
give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus concerning you” (1 Thess. 5:18). But I do 
not find that the Bible anywhere teaches that it is 
the will of God concerning us that we should give 
thanks for everything. 

Should we give thanks for the deeds of wicked 
men? When we have sinned, should we thank our 
heavenly Father that we have done so? Should we 
give thanks for an apostate church? Should we give 
thanks for the fact that men desecrate the Lord’s 
Day and blaspheme God? I do not find that the Bible 
so teaches. 

There is quite a difference between giving thanks 
in everything and giving thanks for everything. In 
fact, we are to work and pray tremendously that some 
things may not exist. They are hateful to God. All 
sins should be extremely hideous to us, and should 
not be a matter for thanksgiving in the sense that 
we give thanks for them. Let us give thanks in 
everything but not for everything. We are taught in 
the Bible that some things are real evils, not to be 
tolerated by God himself, and against which we are 
to a with all the power we can summon.—A Texas 
reader. 


But God’s Word tells us that he wants his children 
to “be filled with the Syirit .. . giving thanks always 
FoR all things unto God and the Father in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5: 18-20). This Scrip- 
ture was quoted in the Thanksgiving editorial, and 
doubtless was overlooked by the Texas reader. The 
other Scripture mentioned was also quoted in the 
editorial: “In every thing give thanks” (1 Thess. 5: 
18). Bringing these two Scriptures together, it would 
appear that God asks us to give thanks both in all 
things and for all things. 

It is true, there may kz two different ways, both of 
them legitimate, of interpreting the command to give 
thanks always for all things. It may be understood 
as meaning that, inasmuoh as God is over all and 
nothing can occur in the universe except by God’s 
permission, therefore we are to show our utter con- 
fidence in this God and Saviour by thanking him for 
all things, whether such things are directed by him 
or only permitted by him, as we know that he would 
not permit anything unless he saw that it was best 
that it should be permitted. This does not mean our 
toleration or approval of any sin, for we know that sin 
is hateful to God and must therefore be hateful to 
those who love and trust God. But in a large sense, 
we are to trust God with his directing and permitting 
power, and we are to thank him that he does just what 
he does, and that he permits just what he permits, 
no matter how impossible such thanksgivings might 
seem from our own little and limited human reasoning. 
From this standpoint we can safely give thanks always 
for all things unto God and the Father in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Another way of interpreting the same passage, how- 





ever, is to understand that the “all things” referred to 
in this verse is limited to the blessings that come to 
us from the Father in Christ as our Saviour and 
Lord. Thus the passage may look back to the third 
verse of the first chapter of the same Epistle, where 
we read, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ.” Or again, we 
read of the Christian that “all things are your’s” (1 
Cor. 3:21). So Ephesians 5:20 may be interpreted 
as meaning that the “all things” for which we are to 
give thanks always are the “all things” thatgcome to 
us in and with Christ. 


=< 
Was the Thief on the Cross a Saint? 


I would like to ask just when, in a true believer’s 
life, he becomes a Christian. And just when he be- 
comes a saint. 

For instance, if one should accept Christ as his 
personal Saviour and never go any farther, would 
he ever be a Christian or a saint? Was the thief 
on the cross more than just a believer in Christ? 
Where do we find Scripture to prove either way ?— 
A Michigan reader. 


In the instant when anyone becomes a true believer 
in Christ, that one instantaneously becomes also both 
a Christian and a saint. “Believer,” “Christian,” and 
“saint” are three different words for the same thing. 
No one can be really a Christian without being both 
a believer and a saint. Every believer is a saint and 
a Christian. Every saint is a Christian and therefore 
a believer. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,” said 
Paul to the lost and terrified Philippian jailer, “and 
thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). In a few min- 
utes that jailer had “rejoiced, believing in God.” 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that -whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3: 16). 
Belief is the secret of salvation, the only way of be- 
coming a Christian, the only way of being a saint. 
“Christian” is the name given first in Antioch to the 
disciples, —and they became disciples by believing in 
Christ (Acts 11:26). 

The word “saint” means set apart, separate, holy. 
This setting apart is always something that God must 
do for,men; men never can do it for themselves, or 
for God. The instant a man believes on Christ as the 
Son of God and his Saviour, that man is set apart 
or separated from his sin, and unto God, by the Holy 
Spirit, who at once unites him to Christ as a branch 
is united to the vine. He is made holy by this union 
with Christ, and is cleansed by the blood of Christ, 
So he is a holy and separated one, a saint. 

The dying thief on the cross was a believer in Jesus 
as Lord. He said to him, “Lord, remember me when 
thou comest into thy kingdom” (Luke 23:42). But 
“no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the 
Holy Ghost” (1 Cor. 12:3). That he was a true 
believer is forever settled by our Lord’s instant reply 
to his word of faith: “Verily I say unto thee, To day 
shalt thou be with me in paradise.” Therefore he was 
saved. Therefore he was a Christian. Therefore he 
was a saint. Almost in the very extremity of death 
he was born again, he passed from death unto life, 
he was separated from his siffs and their eternal death 
penalty, he was made holy. As he hung there on the 
cross he was “blessed . . . with all spiritual blessings 
in heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). 





“A “man that hath friends must ; 
shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that ~* 


erate « 
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When Gabeliovers Face the Evidence 


Can an intelligent thinker answer the logical arguments for Christianity ? 








By a Christian Lawyer 














LAWYER'S life is largely spent in the work 
A of sifting and weighing evidence bearing upon 

disputed matters, and an:almost necessary re- 
sult of his study and practice is the acquisition of skill 
and keenness in detecting fraud. 

This lends strong significance to the statement made 
by the physician who was the author of that deservedly 
famous old book “Nelson on the Cause and Cure of 
infidelity,” that he had found that lawyers excelled doc- 
tors and all other professional men in their power to 
appreciate and, on careful examination, accept the 
proofs and claims of Christianity. On page 135 he 
says: 

“I do not know why it is so, but it is the result-of 
eighteen years experience that lawyers, of all those 
with whom I have examined, exercise the clearest 
judgment while investigating the evidence of Chris- 
tianity. It is the business of the physician’s life to 
watch for evidence and indication of disease, insanity 
or change; therefore I am unable to account for the 
fact, yet so it is, that the man of law excels. He has 
when examining the evidences of the Bible’s ‘inspira- 
tion shown more common sense in weighing proof and 
appreciating argument, where argument really. existed, 
than any other class of men I have ever observed.” 

I think my first paragraph suggests one half of the 
reason for the fact that puzzled Dr. Nelson. The 
other half is that Christianity is absolutely true “in 
manner and form as alleged.” If its claims were false, 
lawyers who teok the trouble to examine and cross- 
examine them would be the first and surest to reject 
them; for their broad training and practice in dis- 
cerning the ear-marks of truth and falsity in human 
testimony give them a sounder ability in drawing in- 
ductions even than that possessed by the physical sci- 
entist, whose narrow specialization often militates 
against this quality: 

It is true the lawyer deals more with -facts than 
with theology and metaphysics. But, in distinction 
from all the other and false religions and isms of the 
world, which rest on unverifiable concepts, theories, 
and assumptions, the Christian religion rests on defi- 
nite, historical. facts and events. All its theology, 
teachings, and reachings up into another world and 
phase of existence derive solidity and verification from 
these demonstrable facts—facts established by so 
direct, so strong, and so great a variety of independent 
and converging proofs that it has been said again and 
again by great lawyers that they could not but be re- 
garded as proved “beyond a reasonable” or any doubt 
under the strictest rules of evidence in the highest 
courts of the. world. (See Simon Greenleaf, “Testi- 
mony of the Evangelists.” 


When a Lawyer’s View Is of No Value 


True, there have been many lawyers of this and 
other days infidel or agnostic. But their legal training 
gives their views no value unless their attention has 
been seriously devoted to the consideration of .this 
matter. And it may safely be believed of all infidel 
lawyers that not. cne of them has ever made a care- 
ful, lawyerlike investigation of the claims of “the Bible 
and its Christ,” studying and digesting any of the 
great briefs that gather t.gether and sum up the 
proofs in support of the eink of the Lord Jesus 
Christ to absolute deity and of the Bible to absolute, 
inerrant, divine inspiration. I have never found one, 
and I have hunted for twenty years. I have never 
read of one, and I have studied this matter for twenty- 
five years. : 

Consider a few i‘lustrations on: both sides of my 
contention, showing <te intolerant bias that accounts 
for unbelief, and then the result of a study free from 
this vice. . 

Herbert Spencer, whose great book “First Princi- 
ples” manifests at once his great intellectual force and 
his utter ignorance of the Christian apology and line 
of thinking, was so intolerant of any man or idea 
opposed to his own line of thought that he nearly 
perished of apoplectic rage at a dinner table when a 
fellow guest presumed to differ with him on a minor 
matter. In his book we find such a non sequitur as 
that, since man cannot reach up to a knowledge of 
God, even as the eagle cannot fly out of the air, there- 
fore God must forever remain the unknown and un- 
knowable. He thereby limits not only man’s power 
to search out God, but also God’s power to reach down 
and so reveal himself that mankind may certainly know 
that the revelation is from God. Spencer’s argument 
is that, since the finite cannot grasp or comprehend 
the infinite, therefore it cannot even come in contact 
with the infinite! And remember the great higher 
critic Wellhausen, who admitted shortly before his 
death that he had not for the last forty’ years read 


“Just yesterday,” writes the “ Christian Lawyer” 
in a recent letter to the Editor, “I had a chance 
to get an army officer, about to take up theasophy, 
to start in with some of the evidence instead. It 
took half a day, and I dropped the preparation of 
a suit for trial to do it, but I am counting on my 
Elder Brother and want to keep firing as long as 
life is in me.” 

The present article begins the eagerly awaited 
series on “Meeting Rationalists on Their Own 
Ground.” The author, who is a busy practicing 
attorney in one of our large eastern cities, and a 
warm personal friend of the Editor and a long- 
time member of The Sunday School Times Family, 
has had extraordinary experiences in challenging 
unbelievers to read the other side. What has fol- 
lowed he tells in this series. The articies are 
published anonymously, not from any reluctance 
of the author to connect his name with them, but 
only because they are necessarily so personal in 
many details. i 

The series will continue for several months, in 
frequent though not necessarily consecutive issues 
of the Times. Annual subscriptions begun or re- 
newed at once will, if so requested, cover the en- 
tire series. For those not now taking the paper 
Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscriptions, for 25 

- cents, will secure several of the series. 








a single book which was out of harmony with his 
peculiar school of thinking. 

On the other side consider two illustrations of what 
happened to brilliant infidels who did make an open- 
minded, worthy, two-sided investigation. The great 
English lawyer Lord Lyttelton undertook to write a 
brief explaining away the remarkable “about face” of 
Saul of Tarsus. As a result of his investigation of 
the record and evidence he announced to his friend 
West — likewise an infidel and undertaking to deal in 
the same way with the alleged fact of the resurrection 
of Christ —that he “had written a brief on the other 
side,” only to be told by West, that after studying 
the question of the resurrection he had done the same 
thing. Another noted infidel lawyer and author, Lew 
Wallace, had this same experience when, acting on a 
suggestion from his friend Ingersoll, he undertook to 
write a historical novel about the man Jesus of Galilee. 
He studied the life in detail and wound up by writing 
the wonderful story of Ben-Hur about the Man Jesus, 
the Christ, the Son of God. (See Lyttelton on “Con- 
version of St. Paul.’”) 

Two -personal experiences further illustrate the 
powerful operation on a serious mind of the proofs 
on which the Christian faith rests. One occurred 
about fifteen years ago, the other not three days ago 
at this writing. 

One of Washington’s prominent real estate brokers 
is a schoolmate of mine. We parted when we finished 
the graded schools, and I did not see him again until 
I came back from college, my brain tingling with the 
great discovery that the religion of Christ was not a 
dubious thing to be regarded as a hopeful possibility, 
but a great reality which, while calling for the exer- 
cise of faith, was willing and eager to have its creden- 
tials most meticulously examined before it asked that 
confidence be reposed in it. In our talk I soon got 
my chance to. find out what his religious convictions 
were. Said he: “ , I have looked into all that, 
and there is nothing in it.” 

“Charlie, what have you read along this line?” 











How to Get the Books 


When the first announcement of this series appeared, 
last autumn, readers of the Times began inquiring as to 
what books the Christian Lawyer used, and where they 
could be bought. As a convenience to readers the 
books are listed here. Some are out of print, but read- 
ers may be able to find copies of them im second-hand 
bookstores. Those which are here listed as being still 
in print, with the price indicated, may be ordered from 
the Times Book Service, conducted by H. Trumbull 
Howard, 401 West Durham Road, Philadelphia. 


Nelson on the Cause and Cure of Infidelity. $1.75. 

Testimony of the Evangelists. By Simon Greenleaf. $4. 

Conversion of St. Paul, by George Lyttelton, and Resur- 
rection, by West, combined, in one volume, $1.25. 

Ben-Hur. By Lew Wallace. 75 cents, 

Paley’s Evidences. Out of print. 

Evidences of Christian Religion. By Archibald Alexander. 
Out of print. 

Evidences of Christianity. By Mark Hopkins. $1.79. 

Natural Theology. By Paley. Out of print. 


* finish.” 


“Paine’s Age of Reason,” he replied, then he paused. 

“What else?” I asked. “Go on.” 

“That’s all.” 

“Haven't you read any on the other side?” 

“I don’t think there is more than about one side to 
it,” was his answer. 

“Will you read even one book on the side of the 
Bible?” I asked him. 

“Certainly,” he answered, “if there are any books 
an intelligent man can find worth reading.” 

Because it is so readable and, by mixing the author’s 
experience in dealing with unbelievers so freely with 
his argument, stirs the interest and emotions more than 
pure, close-knit reasoning, I gave him a copy of the 
old book I have already mentioned, “Nelson on In- 
‘idelity’’ — about which I shall have more to say later. 

Several weeks passed. Then he came to my office 
to return the book, and said: “ , L didn’t know 
such things existed.” He said more in explanation and 
amplification of his astonishment at the proofs that 
supported the Christian’s faith in the Bible and Christ, 
but these are the only words I remember literally. 
He had not a word to say in opposition to Dr. Nelson’s 
arguments or in support of his own unbelief. 

As I write, it was day before yesterday that the 
President of my old Scotch Covenanter Presbyterian 
College in South Carolina happened to be in my office 
and was discussing with me some of the things perti- 
nent to this article, when the telephone rang. I found 
I was connected with Baltimore, and at the other end 
of the line was a gentleman who is one of the officers 
of the Baltimore Association of Commerce, a highly 
educated German professional man to whom I had lent 
my old copy of Paley’s “Evidences” about two weeks 
before. He had come into my office about a business 
matter, and before he left, rather unexpectedly I fancy, 
he found himself replying, to some leading questions, 
that his early faith in Christ and the Bible was so 
in eclipse that there was hardly a vestige left. 





A Skeptical Business Man’s Experience 


‘He accepted with a smile my statement that, so far 
as his brain and intellectual belief were concerned, I 
would undertake to guarantee that he could not retain 
his unbelief if he would study the matter a bit, and 
start in with a book or two I offered then and there to 
lend him. Paley was handy in my bookcase, and he 
took it with him, after he had told me that he really 
had not known there were any noteworthy books in 
opposition to the agnostic and infidel writers. 

Before this point was reached I had said to him: 

“Mr. Von B , for twenty years I have looked 
for the unbeliever in these things who at the same 
time was thoroughly familiar with the proofs in sup- 
port of them. I haven’t found him yet. You may 
be the exception, and if so you will spoil a general- 
ization I have often indulged in. Have you studied 
carefully any of the great works on the Christian evi- 
dences ?” : 

“No, I have not,” he answered, “though I have read 
many of the opposite sort.” 

“That exception is still to find, then,” I remarked, 
as I asked that he would report to me after he had 
finished Paley. 

This long distance telephone call was the report. 
My friend said: “I certainly thank you for lending 
me that book. I am ninety-nine and nine-tenths con- 
verted, and I have still one chapter to read before I 
(I have his letter to the same effect.) 

This message, coming at the moment when I was 
telling the president of my old college of my experiences 
with unbelievers and the really amusing uniformity 
and completeness with which an agnostic’s self-satis- 
fied unbelief collapsed before the assault of almost any 
one of the old Christian apologists, was a most timely 
confirmation of my statement, and a most heart-warm- 
ing encouragement to “carry on” in this line so long’ 
as life is in me. 

I cannot resist mentioning a third almost identical 
experience of some ten years ago, when a client, edu- 
cated in the German universities, spoke with contempte 
of the claims of Christianity. I defied him to despise 
them after he had read even one book I might pick 
out for him. It so happened that it was another copy 
of the same old Paley (a copy which went all through 
the World War to the profit and help of the one to 
whom I lent it, and which is now in the hands of a 
noted lawyer in Washington who has for many years 
made the digest of the decisions of the Supreme Court 
and Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia) 
My client came into my office a few days later and 
said: “That man nearly drove me crazy. I lay 
awake all last night.” 


He was a clear thinker and leved to think, and he 
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could not find any flaw or weakness in the argument. 
He went away, and J have not seen or heard of him 
for many years. Whether he has been converted I do 
not know, but he has been on my prayer list ever since. 
But I do know that he was a meek and silenced agnos- 
tic after he had received the mental broadside of that 
old “ship of the line” Paley, in defense of the faith 
once delivered and ever since committed to the saints 
as a sacred treasure and thrilling issue to maintain 
against all comers and at all hazards until the Prince 
come back again. ; 

It takes’ proof of some cogency to silence an agnostic, 
full of Huxley, and Hume’s “Essay on Miracles,” and 
with a superiority complex toward believing men and 
women. So many questions in life are left in doubt 
even after they are carefully pondered; but the blessed 
thing about this, the most important of all questions, is 
that when you are through, or really when you just 
make a fair beginning, there is no room for doubt 
left. The thing is simply demonstrated, that is all. 
A man who studies and uses the multiplication table 
knows it is true; and a man who studies and uses 
the Bible knows it is true. It can be proved the- 
oretically, and it proves itself empirically. 

You, my reader, may be the exception I did not find 
in any of the three men mentioned — but I doubt it. 
If you have never read Paley, or Alexander, or Mark 
Hopkins’ “Evidences,” for example, or if you read 
them long ago and have forgotten, read them again. 
If you never, or for many years have not, read Paley’s 
“Natural Theology,” a work whose reasoning is as 
sound and unanswerable now as it ever was, read it; 
and if you have been hearing or reading the propo- 
nents of evolution, see if his argument from design 
does not sound like “words of truth and soberness” 
after the maunderings of a madhouse. 
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And I make no apology for referring back to these 
old books, any more than the English professor does 
for studying Shakespeare and Homer. While there 
has been a great ,dccumulation of information, the 
vigor and power of the human mind and its ability 
to draw sound conclusions has not increased as sin 
and disease stricken generations have interposed one 
step after another between them and the mighty intel- 
lect with which Jehovah endowed his first man, “Adam, 
which was the son of God.” The son who inherits 
and adds to his father’s fortune is not therefore a 
greater financier than the father who accumulated it; 
and the present-day scientists and “men of modérn 
mind” who are the “heirs of all the ages”* of accumu- 
lated knowledge are not necessarily stronger of mind 
and power to reason than those nearer the source of 
originally perfect mentality. Surely archeology does 
much to support the great French preacher who de- 
clared “Aristotle but the ruins of an Adam, and 
Athens but the relic of Eden.” Do not let anyone 
dissuade you from reading Paley by saying his works 
are out of date. Sound reasoning is never out of 
date; and there was ample data in Paley’s time to 
support his contention ten times over. There are many 
fine recent works on the evidences, but often an old 
book is like an old matured bond, and studying it is 
a safer investment. But by all means, let every one 
study this subject for himself, and be “ready always to 
give ...a reason of the hope” that is in him — not only 
reasons from his own personal experience and alto- 
gether valid for him, but such as can penetrate the 
armor of any unbeliever. If you already believe, con- 
sidering the unanswerable reasons for your faith will 
make it more vivid; if you are not now a believer, you 
will be before you are through. 

(To be continued) 








Three great facts that help us to understand the 
relation between experience and God’s Word 





What Is Pentecost’s Message Today ? 
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(Concluded from the Times of January 12) 
HE twelfth chapter of First Corinthians men- 
tions nine “gifts of the Spirit,” which very fre- 
quently are quoted as the supernatural gifts that 
evidence the baptism of the Spirit: the word of wis- 
dom, the word of knowledge, faith, gifts of healings, 
workings of miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits, 
divers kinds of tongues, the interpretation of tongues. 
Paul is giving examples of various gifts, to show that 
not all have the same gift though all are baptized 
into one Body. Later in the chapter he gives another 
list, — apostles, prophets, teachers, miracles, gifts of 
healings, helps, governments, divers kinds of tongues, 
— with the same truth in mind that while all are mem- 
bers of one Body, not all have the same gift. 

These gifts are emphasized by Pentecostal teachers 
as “supernatural,” and as something to be distinguished 
from anything that Christians in general have. But let 
us notice that in the twelfth chapter of Romans Paul 
is dealing with the same truth, the oneness of the 
Body of Christ, and the variety of the gifts of the 
different members of the Body. Mark this list in 
Romans, bearing in mind that it is a passage exactly 
parallel in its teachings with the twelfth of First 
Corinthians: prophecy, ministry, teaching, exhorting, 
giving money, ruling, showing mercy. 

What is the meaning of this passage? Very evi- 
dently it is this: everything a Christian does in his 
life and service is to be done in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, giving money or caring for the poor as 
well as teaching or winning a soul. Does this lower 
the power of the ‘Holy Spirit in his supernatural work- 
ing? No, rather it raises the commonplace things of 
the Christian’s life to the place where they belong. 

On one occasion I was discussing with a friend this 
truth of the twelfth of Romans in connection with 
the Pentecostal teaching.. My friend was a young 
Pentecostal minister of England, whose zeal and love 
for the Lord are- beyond praise and who is blessedly 
used as a soul winner. He illustrated the point we 
were discussing, the need of the power of the Spirit 
for everyday living, by his own experience. His life 
had been revolutionized when he was “baptized with 
the Spirit,” spoke in tongues, and received the gifts 
of speaking in tongues. and the interpretation of 
tongues. ‘His parents were earnest Christians, but 
had little sympathy with this new teaching their son 
was interested in. During the meetings, when the 
revival fires were burning brightly, the young Chris- 
tian said he had ¢ feeling that his poor mother and 
the others were living on a very low, earthly plane, 
while he, each night, was dwelling in the heavenlies. 
He forgot the ordinary matters of life; about the 
house he let others wait on him, and was even impa- 
tient when all things were not done just as he wanted. 
One day his mother said to him: “I know you must 


have had a particularly marvelous time in the meeting 


last night: you are so hard to get along with today.” 

Now this young minister represents the very best 
I have met in Pentecostal circles, for sanity as well 
as for unusual supernatural experiences. Yet even he 
did not seem to recognize the doubt that this experi- 
ence should have cast on his whole. doctrinal founda- 
tion, 

If that doctrinal foundation is abandoned, does it 
mean that we should have less of the supernatural 
working of the Spirit? Far from it. Not less, but 
more, even as God’s own ways are greater and better 
than ours. 

Another dear friend of the writer’s was raised from 
spiritual death one day as he sat on a railroad track, 
an abandoned wreck of humanity, a drunkard and an 
outcast. He was now born of the Spirit, filled with 
the Spirit, began witnessing in the power of the Spirit, 
a living miracle of God’s grace, leading others to 
Christ, filled with the joy of the Lord. His dear old 
stepfather was delighted when he heard the news, and 
wrote his son something like this: “Now, my son, 
you must not stop with being justified. You must 
press on and seek the baptism of the Holy Spirit.” 
The son had not heard of this before, but if there 
was something his Lord wanted him to have, seek it 
he must. So he began to seek for the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit. He lost his joy and peace. He lost his 
fervor in witnessing to Christ. He spent his time 
praying and agonizing for the baptism .of the Spirit. 
He read book after book on the subject. He prayed 
for hours, he beat his head against the floor, plead- 
ing with God for this new gift. For months this went 
on, till he finally got relief from a suggestion that 
after praying for the baptism he should simply trust 
God that the answer had come. Fortunately he had not 
gone so far as to insist on speaking in tongues as the 
evidence of the baptism. -So he yielded and trusted, 
and peace came again, a new experience which was 
in every particular just what the Lord had given him 
when he trusted the Lord Jesus as his Saviour from 
sin. : 

When we receive Christ as Saviour we are “born 
of the Spirit,” and have the “witness of the Spirit” 
that we are God’s children. We are then to “walk 
in the Spirit” (in newness of life), “filled with the 
Spirit,” bearing “the fruit of the Spirit,” receiving 
and using “the gifts of the Spirit” as He may give 
them to us. We are to “pray in the Spirit,” be guided 
intO truth by “the Spirit of truth,” be “led of the 
Spirit,” live as those who are -“temples of the Holy 
Spirit” who dwells within. We are, moreover, “sealed 
with the Spirit” till the day of redemption, and we 
have “the earnest of the Spirit” in token of the full 
inheritance to come in the future. 

What is the relation of “the baptism of the Spirit” 
to these glorious things? The word “baptism” is 
always used to mark an initial experience. It should 
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be noticed. that in the accounts of the baptism of the 


‘Spirit, the expression “receiving the Spiri.” is used “as 


equivalent to the baptism, arid the fullness of the Spirit 
is mentioned as the result of the baptism. Christians 
are baptized by one Spirit into the Body of Christ. 
Then, just as the Holy Spirit once mae through 
the human body of Jesus, so now the Spirit fills the 
members of the Body of Christ, and does in and 
through us what he did in and through the Lord 
Jesus. The fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22, 23), there- 
fore, is likeness to Christ manifested in us through 
the Spirit. The gifts of the Spirit are the mighty 
workings of Christ in and through each one, accord- 
ing to the measure of the gift of Christ. In both 
fruit and gifts, each of us is but in a measure mani- 
festing Him who is the altogether lovely one and the 
all-powerful one. And our part is to surrender and 
= that is all that we can do. The miracle is 
is. 

The teaching that all Christians should seek the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit, evidenced by the speak- 
ing in an unknown tongue, has led, and will lead, to 
grave dangers. All earnest Christians in the Pente- 
costal movement recognize and deplore what they call 
the extravagances and excesses in many assemblies, 
as well as the spiriiual deadness. Few are reaay to 
see how vitally related to these dangers is the mistaken 
view of doctrine. 

Shall we not, however, face another peril just as 
deadly as these dangers associated with Pentecostal 
movements? There is the possibility that a dead “or- 
thodoxy” may self-righteously condemn extreme and 
wrong “Pentecostal” views, and yet run to the other 
deadly error of natural wisdom and a powerless form 
of godliness. Shall we not frankly recognize the fact 
that the vast majority of church members today need 
something utterly different from what they have? 
They need the supernatural power of the Spirit. They 
need a crisis, a new experience. 

No argument can be made against the experience of 
Christians who have been transformed under the 
mighty power of the Spirit and who show a zeal for 
God and for the winning of souls that puts to shame 
most believers. What shall be said of the glorious 
experience of those who have thus been filled with 
the Spirit and who have spoken in tongues? Do the 
things that have been said in these articles about the 
Scripture teachings concerning the baptism of the 
Spirit discount such experiences? If they do, it is 
evident that they will have little weight with those 
who know. that their experience has been of God. 
What shall be said of the experience of speaking in 
tongues? 

There are careful Bible students who believe that. 
the supernatural speaking in tongues ceased after apos-- 
tolic days, as other supernatural manifestations ceased. 
Whatever may be said of this view, we must clearly 
see the distinction between the New Testament days 
and the ages that have followed. Otherwise we shall 
encourage loose views of divine inspiration, and will 
teach, as some Pentecostal leaders have done (as well 
as ofhers whose views of inspiration are not clear), 
that the Holy Spirit has-continued to give new reve- 
latrons after the New Testament canon was closed. 
But the New Testament writers and teachers were 
not simply preaching the Gospel. They were making 
the Gospel to be preached, or rather the Holy Spirit 
was completing through them the revelation of the 
truth which constituted the faith once for all delivered 
to the saints. We must, therefore, beware of drawing 
false conclusions from the glorious truth that Christ 
is the same yesterd: “day, and forever. ‘He is the 
same, but he is not “4 to do in our day all the 
things that were dom the days when the Gospel 
was in the making. 

Does this truth justify us in teaching that the Holy 
Spirit cannot or does not give manifestations of his 
power today as he did in apgstolic days? There can 
be no doubt that speaking in tongues is something that 
is possible apart from the power of the Holy Spirit, 
when it may be spurious or Satanic. But does this 
mean that the Holy Spirit may not take hold of the 
vocal organs and of the spirit of man and express 
praises to God just as he did in New Testament days? 
Paul said that im the chufch he “had rather speak five 
words with the understanding, that I might instruct 
others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue,” and 
this should give pause to those who would make much, 
or make anything, of speaking in tongues in a public 
meeting, unless the tongue be understood. But Paul 
preceded this statement with the word, “I thank God, 
I speak with tongues more than you all,” and this 
should give pause to those who ridicule the thought of 
speaking in tongues, or those who ask of what spiritual 
value it is. The Corinthian Christians were evidently 
putting this gift into a place that brought confusion 
and spiritual loss. But this did not méan that there 
was not a Spirit-given and Spirit-guided speaking in 
tongues that brought rich and wonderful blessing to 
the individual Christian; and in cases where the lan- 
guages were understood, as at Pentecost, the gift was 
a wonderful sign to uribelievers. 

Does such speaking in tongues take place today?. 
To deny that it may take place, we must first refuse 
to receive or believe the word of a large company of 
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houvred Christians. who, testify in, most definite. ways 
to having heard foreign languages spoken by those’ not 
acyaaim.ed with them. si Sa Scie 

4t we reject such testimony. and deny that such mani- 
festations of the Spirit are possible today, what, shall 
we do with the prophecy of Joel, quoted by Peter in 
the second chapter of Acts? Peter said that the out- 
pouring of the Spirit at Pentecost was in fulfillment 
of that prophecy of Joel, “And it shall be in the last 
days, saith God, I will pour forth of my Spirit upon 
all flesh.” Now it is evident that this prophecy was 
not completely fulfilled at Pentecost, nor has it been 
fulfilled in any day since.—There still remain those 
wonders in Heaven above and on the earth beneath 
that shall precede the great and terrible “day of the 
Lord”; we still await that day when the sun shall be 
turned info darkness and the moon into blood (Acts 
2:17-21). But if the prophecy still awaits. a further 
and more complete fulfillment, shall we say that the 
Spirit of God may not again be poured out in mighty 
power and in supernatural demonstrations? There 
seem to be trustworthy evidences that these supernatu- 
ral manifestations have occurred from time to time 
through the ages, in individual cases. There is noth- 
ing in Scripture to make such workings of God im- 
possible; rather we might expect that they should 
occur. And is it not reasonable to expect that in con- 
nection with the culminating judgments of this age 
and the ushering in of a new age there should be a 
mighty outpouring of the Spirit of God? It-is this 
expectation of a special “latter rain” outpouring that 
has led many earnest Christians into the Pentecostal 
movements. 

Let us not limit God in his working, and let us not 
fail to be ready for new and great outpourings of the 
Holy Spirit in the closing days of this age. For the 
days are upon us when nothing will avail to break 
through the overwhelming power of the enemy except 
supernatural power beyond what most Christians have 
known anything about. But all of this has rio neces- 
sary connection with a doctrine that every Christian 
should seek an experience of “the baptism of the 
Spirit,” looking for a supernatural sign like the speak- 
ing in tongues. But is it not true, some one may ask, 
that the Pentecostal assemblies are the only Christians 
really looking for this great outpouring of the Spirit? 
Is not the thing they have the fulfillment of this “lat- 
ter rain,” despite any false teachings connected with 
it? That God is working mightily with some who 
have had what they call their “Pentecostal experience” 
there is no doubt. That he is working miracles of 
grace through many others who do not follow these 
movements is just as certain. May I therefore sug- 
gest three great facts, in closing our present study, 
that may help in understanding the relation of experi- 
ence and God’s Word. 

The first fact is that there is great and mighty 
power awaiting any Christian who will truly believe 
any word of God. For no word of God is void of 
mighty power. 

Here is a missionary who has had miracles of an 
swered prayer and marvels of God’s grace at home 
and abroad that most-of those who have received the 
Pentecostal “baptism” would envy. The great flood- 
tide of new powem came into this missionary’s life, 
not through seeking a “baptism” or speaking in 
tongues, but through accepting our Lord’s prayer 
promise in John 14:12-14: “He that believeth on 
me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater 
works . . .; whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that 
will I do.” - 

Here is another missionary whose testimony for 
Christ is beginning to shake a whole continent; his 
transformation came and his whole being was shaken 
with joy and power when he realized the meaning 
of the word that “Christ is in you, except ye be repro- 
bate.” This young missionary’s hunger for God was 
stirred by Hudson Taylor’s testimony of the trans- 
formation of his own life through learning the mean- 
ing of faith; then it was that Hudson Taylor entered 
into the meaning of John 7: 38, 39: “He that believeth 
on me, as the scripture hath said, from within him 
shall flow rivers of living water.” 

And so we might go on and tell of the miracles that 
‘ followed when some word of God was believed: “Have 
faith in God”; “My grace is sufficient for thee”; 
“Yield yourselves unto God”; “To me to live is 
Christ”; “God is faithful.” I am thinking of miracles 
wrought through Christians who believed one or other 
of these mighty “words.” fi ; 

Again and again when a Christian has thus been led 
into glorious new life, he begins to build a doctrine 
on that experience, and preach that particular form 
of doctrine to other hungry Christians. Even when 
his doctrine is correct, he faces the danger of narrow- 
ing the mighty power of God to working through that 
particular word that found and blessed him. ‘He is 
likely to discount the experience that has come to 
another through a different approach to the one truth. 
This the Pentecostal teachers have done; but more 
seriously, as has been shown, they have misinterpreted 
both their experience and the Scripture. 

The second great fact is that whatever crisis-experi- 
ence may have led to an outpouring of new power in 
the life, there is no continuance of power and blessing 


. minister. 
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except through faithful abiding .in Him who is. the 


source of power. I recently had the privilege of read- 
ing a letter from a‘ Pentecostal missionary to her 
brother. The letter was fragrant with love for Christ 
and fairly glowed with zeal for souls and with New 
Testament fervor. She told something of the glorious 
things that had come to her life through the Pente- 
costal blessing, and real indeed were her spiritual 
blessings. The letter incidentally told of the mission- 
ary days, and her great joy in rising at four o'clock 
each morning before the children and others were 
about, and holding sweet conmunion with her Lord. 
Small wonder that this missionary went forth with 
love and power in the winning of souls! Was it her 
Pentecostal experience and speaking in tongues that 
was the secret of this power? 

I have just read again that leaflet that-has been so 
blessedly used to stir Christians to areal prayer life, 
“Is Prayer Fundamental or Supplemental?” It tells 
of a missionary in India living and working in a mis- 
sion station devoid of power, when God called her to 
believe that prayer was really her chief business. 
What miracles followed, what joy and peace and 
power in her own service, and what revival in the 
station, with hundreds turned to Christ where dozens 
believed before. Yet this missionary never had any 
“Pentecostal baptism” nor spoke in tongues. God 
honors a yielded life that lives by his power whatever 
explanations we make of our own experiences. 

Finally, shall. we remember the startling fact that 
all the most mighty promises of supernatural power 
are conditional upon that which is simplest in the 
Christian life, believing on the Lord Jesus Christ. It 
is to those who believe that the rivers of living water 
are promised. It is those who believe on him who 
shall do greater works than those Christ did in the 
days of his flesh. Faith is the key that unlocks the 
reservoirs of power laid up for us in Christ, which 
the blessed Holy Spirit is eager to make available in 
our lives. Whatever the mystery of His working, 
ours is to yield and to believe. This is all we can 


oO. 
Shall we do it, and expect exceeding abundantly 
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above all we can ask or think, according to his power, 
the power of ‘his Holy Spirit, working in‘ us? 
Conumaia, S. C. 
' bd 
Building on a Cradle Roll 
By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 


HERE are few communities that can show larger 

results, in a short time, from the organization of a 
Cradle Roll, than North Oak Park, Ill. Here is the 
story, as told by Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner, for 
several years one of The Sunday School Times les- 
son writers: 

“My sister, Mrs, Belle Foster Riesenberg, moved to 
North Oak Park in 1915. Within a week -she learned 
that there was no Cradle Roll in the little church near 
her home. She mentioned its value and consented to 
explain it at the next meeting of the Sunday-school 
workers. It followed that she was appointed Cradle 
Roll superintendent, and she began work at once. 

“During the first: year eighty-four names were se- 
cured. Mothers became so interested that a Mothers’ 
Circle resulted. Monthly meetings were held. A 
Beginners Department was.organized in the Sunday- 
school, which grew rapidly. Parents attended church 
and within eighteen months six mothers and _ five 
fathers had united with the church. Every helpful 
plan was adopted for promoting these three types of 
work. Interest and membership continued to grow. 
After four or five years the Mothers’ Circle developed 
into the North Oak Park Women’s Club, and became 
affiliated with the Federation. Meanwhile, other young 
mothers with little children formed a second group. 
In honor of their leader they named themselves “The 
Belle Foster Riesenberg Cradle Roll Mothers,” just a 
few weeks before a lingering illness carried Mrs. 
Riesenberg away from earth. Five years have passed 
since then, but the neighborhood has grown wonder- 
fully, the good work has been continued, and the 
Cradle Roll still flourishes.” 


Cora GaBLeEs, FLA. 














The Grand Old Lady of Maine 


How she came to take The Sunday School Times, and 
why she has continued it for almost half a century 


By Prescott Dennett 








_ For forty-eight years this New England Sunday-school teacher has found The Sunday School Times indis- 
pensable in her work. She turns to the lesson department first, as soon as the Times reaches her each week. If 
the Times means so much to a mature teacher of this sort, isn’t it probable that it may prove to be the same sort 

of blessing in the life and work of some of your friends who may not yet know it? Won’t you pass this article 

on to them, and suggest their becoming members of the Times family ? 


How many other readers have been taking The Sunday School Times for forly years or longer? The Editor 
will be glad to hear from all such, in a brief letter telling how they first became acquainted with the paper, and 


what it means to them today. 


N THE ever increasing family of Sunday School 
Times readers are those who have taken the paper 
for ten, twenty, and even.thirty years. Few, however, 
can equal the record of nearly half a century’s con- 
stant reading and study of the Times which is held 


by Miss Amanda M. Wilson, the Grand Old Lady of 


Bangor, Me. 

Miss Wilson, who radiates vitality notwithstanding 
her eighty-six years, has probably subscribed for the 
Times for more successive years than any other per- 
son in New England, if not in the country. All of 
this time Miss Wilson has made use of the Times 
as her guidebook in Sunday-school work in different 
parts of the Pine Tree State. She first made use of 
the paper in pioneer work; and this year, as one of 
the oldest Sunday-school teachers in the United States, 
she is celebrating her thirtieth anniversay as teacher 
of the Women’s Class of the First Methodist Church 
of Bangor. Three generations have received Bible 
instruction from her under the leadership of The Sun- 
day School Times. 

“Yes, I remember distinctly just how I first hap- 
pened to subscribe for The Sunday School Times,” 
commented Miss Wilson the other day. “It was in 
1880, and I was visiting the family of one of the dea- 
cons of the Chelsea, Mass., Congregational Church, of 
which Dr. Charles E. Jefferson— now the pastor of 
Broadway Tabernacle, New York,—was then the 
I had always been interested in Sunday- 
school work, and one day I picked up a paper on the 
deacon’s library table which I did not put down until 
I had read it from cover to cover. That was my 
first introduction to the Times, and I concluded that I 
would make it my earthly mentor and spiritual inter- 
peter so far as Sunday-schoo!l work was concerned. I 
judge that was in the early days of the paper when it 
was under the brilliant editorship of Henry Clay 
Trumbull, the father of the present Editor. I had 
the Times follow me that year when I went to teach 
school in Bath, Me., and to take over pioneer Sun- 
day-school work; and it has been my guide ever since.” 


For seventeen years Miss Wilson was preceptress 
and Sunday-school teacher at the East Maine Confer- 
ence Seminary at Bucksport. She has been teacher 
of the Women’s Bible Class at Bangor’s First Meth- 
odist Church for the last thirty years. 

Miss Wilson was one of the first to bring a copy 
of the Times into Maine. She has taken advantage 
of the “club plan” for many years. 

“It is the Sunday-school iesson department that I 
turn to every week as soon as the mailman leaves the 
Times at my door,” continued Miss Wilson. “I find 
The Illustration Round-Table most helpful, especially 
from the Sunday-school teacher’s viewpoint. Several 
other ladies join me in studying the Times each week, 
and do you know’ —she added with a twinkle — “we 
do find a great deal of interest in Bill Ridgway’s 
Busy Men’s Corner. I like to read about the 
Times’ trips to the Holy Land, and I should 
think about joining the party if I were a wee bit 
younger. 

Miss Wilson is one of the best known old ladies 
in the Pine Tree State. One of her nephews is Mayor 
of Bangor, while another is our United States Min- 
ister to Roumania. Besides being a veteran Sunday- 
school worker she is active in club work and in 
everything good. She lectures in different sections of 
the State, and was the brilliant speaker this autumn 
before the convention of eighteen hundred members 
of Maine’s Three Quarter Century Club. Every y&r 
Miss Wilson speaks at Bangor’s Wednesday Noon- 
Day Luncheon for Business Women. 

Although this octogenarian Times reader has trav- 
eled widely, it is as a Sunday-school worker and 
teacher that she is best known. At eighty-six Miss 
Wilson still tutors, being an authority in Latin prose. 
As her students ponder over a difficult passage in 
Cesar, Virgil, or Ovid, with an illrstration perhaps 
gleaned from the Round-Table she will point the way 
not only to a solution of the problem in hand but to 
the fulfillment of a life principle. 


Bancor, Me. 
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LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 


RY 10. REPENTANCE AND FAITH 
International Uniform Lesson.—Isaiah 1 :; 10-20; Ezekiel 18 ; 20-23, 27-32; Mark 2: 1-12; Luke 331-14; 
15: 11-24; Acts 2: 32-39; Hebrews 11: 1-10 
Golden Text.—Repent ye, and believe in the gospel.— Mark 1: 15 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 

Cleanse me from my sin, Lord, 
Put Thy power within, Lord, 
Take me as I am, Lord, 

And make me all Thine own. 
Keep me day by day, Lord, 
Underneath Thy sway, Lord, 
Make my heart Thy palace 

And Thy royal throne. 

—R. Hudson Pope. 


UR last lesson was taken up with the Bible as 
QO the Word of God. When we come to study 

the Bible, almost the first thing we discover is 
our own wickedness and need of readjustment to the 
will of God. That reddjustment is* implied in the 
term repentance. It is therefore in natural sequence 
that we turn to the study of that great theme next. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 2: 32.—This Jesus did God raise up. Christian- 
ity is a historical religion. Its doctrines depend upon 
historical facts. Keim the German rationalist taunted 
the Church that it was built upon an empty tomb. We 
accept that taunt as true. Observe that the resurrec- 
tion began to be proclaimed in the very place where 
Jesus had been put to death, and within six weeks of 
the occurrence. The proclamation therefore could easily 
have been disproved if it had been false, and the 
disciples covered with ridicule by the simple process 
of producing the body of the Lord. The opponents did 
not do this. We may therefore infer that they could 
not, and that they could not because the body was no 
longer there. Christ was risen from the dead. 

Verse 33.—Having received of the Father the prom- 
ise of the Holy Spirit. Compare John 7: 39. 

Verse 34.—David. The actual historical event is 
significant enough. But it gains in significance when 
it is remembered that it was also foretold in prophecy. 

Verse 37.—Pricked in their heart. The Latin word 
for this pricking has been turned into English in our 
word “compunction.” 

Verse 38.—Repent. The aorist tense of the verb de- 
notes speed, a definite sudden act. The word implies 
change of mind. Here it means that they were to 
cease from thinking of the Lord Jesus as an impostor 
and scorning him as one who had been crucified and 
be baptized in his name, looking to him for the re- 
mission of their sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

The miserable absurdity of rendering the Greek 
word as meaning “do penance” or understanding it as 
referring to an external course of external rites is, 
as Alford says, well exposed by this passage in which 
the internal change of heart and purpose is insisted on 
to be testified by admission into the number of Christ’s 
disciples. 

Verse 39.—The promise. That is, the promise of 
remission of sins as evidenced by the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. 

Luke 15:11.—The man in this parable represents 
our heavenly Father. Plainly also the man in the first 
parable represents the Lord Jesus Christ. Shepherding, 
especially in the sense of seeking for the lost sheep, had 
been described from of old as peculiarly his province 
(Ezek. 34:11). This suggests that the second parable 
gives us a picture of the activity of the Holy Spirit 
in seeking the lost. So among other things these 
three parables teach us that the whole Godhead is 
concerned in the problem and work of human salvation. 
Two sons. In the:immediate application of the parable 
these represent the scribes and Pharisees on the one 
hand, and the publicans and sinners on the other. 

Verse 12.—The portion. The firstborn had two- 
thirds of the property (Deut. 21:17). The Father, 
as is implied in the parable, reserves to himself the 
right over the elder son’s portion during his own life- 
time. The request of the younger son and the granting 
of it set forth the reality of man’s free will. 

Verse 13.—The far country is forgetfulness of God. 

Verse 14.—Famine. The natural occurrence is used 
by God to the finding of the lost son. It is parallel 
with the sweeping of the house or the search after 
the sheep in the two former parables. He began to 
be in want. He began to feel the emptiness of soul 
that precedes either utter abandonment or true peni- 
tence. 

Verse 15.—One of the citisens of that country. He 
entered the despised service of an alien, This perhaps 
hints at the way in which the publicans, the tax 


Devotional Reading : Psalm 27: 1-5. 
Primary Topic: A Boy Who Was Sorry. 
Lesson Material: Luke 15 : 11-24. 
Memory Verse: Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive. 
—Psa. 86: 5. 
Junior Topic: A Boy Who Was Sorry. 
Lesson Material: Acts 2: 32, 39; Luke 15: 2-24. 
Memory Verse: Psalm &6: 5. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Turning from Sin to God. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: The Way te Forgiveness. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Acts a: 32-39; Luke 15 : 11-24 
Acts 2:32 This Jesus did God raise up, ' whereof we all 


are witnesses. 33 P<cing therefore *by the right hand of 
God exalted, and. haviug received of the Father the prom- 


ise of the Holy Spirit, he hath, poured forth this, which ye 


see and hear. %4 For David ascended not into the heavens: 
but he saith himself, 


The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thow-on my right hand, 
35 Till I make thine enemies the footstool of thy feet. 
36 Let *.all the house of Israel, therefore know assuredly, 
that God hath made him both Lord and Christ, thie Jesus 
whom ye crucified. 


37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their 
heart, and said untv Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
Brethren, what shall we do? 38 And Peter said unto them, 
Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 38 For to you is 
the promise, and to your children, and to all that are afar 
off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call unto him. 


Luke 15:11 And he said, A certain man had two sons: 
12 and the younger of them said to his father, Father, give 
me the portion of ‘thy substance that falleth to me. And 
he divided unto them his living. 13 And not many days 
after, the younger son gathered all together and took his 
journey into a far country; and there he wasted his sub- 

it with riot living. 14 And when he had spent all, 
there arose a mighty famine in that country; and he began 
to be in want. 15 And he went and joined himself to one of 
the citizens of that country; and he sent him into his fields 
to feed swine. 16 And he would fain * have filled his belly 
with °the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave 
unto him. 17 But when he came to himself he said, How 
many hired servants of my father’s have bread enough and 
to spare, and I perish here with hunger! 181 will arise 
and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I 
have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight: 19 I am no 
more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of 
thy hired servants. 28 And he arose, and came to his 
father. But while he was yet afar off, his father saw him, 
and was moved with compassion, and ran, and fell on his 
neck, and “kissed him. 21 And the son said unto him, 
Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight: 
I am no more worthy to be called thy son®. 22 But the 
father said to his © servants, Bring forth quickly the best 
robe, and put it om him; and put a-ring on his hand, and 
shoes on his feet: 23 and bring the fatted calf, and kill 
it, and let us eat, and make merry: 2 for this my son was 
dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And 
they began te be merry. 


1Or, of whom. *Or, at. ®Or, every house. ¢Gr., the. 
® Many ancient authorities read, have been filled. ¢Gr., 
the pods of the carob tree. 7Gr., kissed him much. 
See ch. 7 : 38, 45. ®Some ancient authorities add, make 
me as one of thy hired servants. See ver. 19. °Gr., 
bondservants. 





Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sone 





The Father Knew 
By Amos R. Wells 


TH father knew. Through all the anxious days 
he watched his boy’s hot, careless, witless ways, 
and when he lunged for folly’s madcap maze, the 
Sather knew. And when the lad turned wanton 
from his home, on selfish, empty pleasuring to roam, 
what ignominious woe was sure to come the father 
knew. Far, far away, in revels waste and wild, 
the father followed his besotted child, and all those 
courses stupidly defiled the father knew. And 
when the silly youth had lost his all, and heartless 
friends turned sneering from his fall, and no one 
answered to his hungry call, the father knew! 
What bitter memories the father had! What 
weary grief, what waitings long and sad, what end- 
less yearnings for the wandering lad the father knew. 
And when the prodigal crept home again, he needed 
not to parley or explain. The father’s tears were 
like the summer rain: the father knew! 














farmers, had taken service under the Roman Govern- 
ment, 


Verse 16.—The husks. See the marginal note in the 
Revised Version. This is not the husk or pod of a 
fruit as of peas or beans. But the carob is itself an 
edible fruit. No man gave unto him. Not of these 
husks, but of any ordinary food. That was the rea- 
son he picked up the husks. He is now in the depth 
of his misery, a picture of the sinner reaping the con- 
sequences of his sin in shame and need, and confronted, 
as such folks generally are, by the utter callousness 
of their associates. 


Verse 17.—When he came to himself. Compare 
Psalm 119:59. ‘This coming to himself was what 
constituted “the essence of his repentance. The most 
dreadful torment of the lost, in fact that which makes 
their state of torment, will be thus coming to them- 
selves when too late. 


Verse 22.—The best robe for him who came in rags. 
Compare Isaiah 61: 10 and Revelation 3:18. The ring 
was a token of a distinguished and free person (Jas. 
2:2; Gen. 41:42). The shoes also were a mark of a 
free man, for slaves went barefoot. These are the 
gifts of grace and holiness with which the returned 
gc is clothed by his gracious Father (cf. Zech. 
3:4 5). 


Verse 23.—The fatted calf. There is here no allu- 
sion to the sacrifice of Christ. This would be wholly 
out of place here and is presupposed in the whole 
parable. It is a picture of that joy in Heaven alluded 
to in verse 7. 


Verse 24.—They began to be merry. Some of these 
merrymakers were themselves slaves who had entered 
into the joy of their Lord (Matt. 25: 27). 


A Leeson Outline 
REPENTANCE 
1. Its meaning 
2. Its absolute necessity 
3. Its impossibility ; 
4. The ways in which God tries to lead us to it 
5. God’s gift 


Golden Topics 


1. The meaning of repentance: (1) “As he thinketh 
in his heart, so is he” (Prov. 23:7); (2) “A sound 
heart [literally, a healed heart] is the life of the flesh” 
(Prov. 14:30); (3) “Be ye transformed by the re- 
newing of your mind” (Rom. 12:2); (4) “Let this 
mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 
2:5). Repentance means nothing less than this, that 
the sinner thus comes into accord with God. And this 
is the issue of salvation. 

2. The necessity of repentance. It is God’s command 
(Acts 17: 30). 

3. Repentance involves man’s whole nature: (1) 
Thought. ‘He recognizes sin for what it is, an act of 
unforgivable rebellion against the love of God; (2) 
Feeling. We feels ashamed of himself and disgust for 
his sin; (3) Will. He so identifies himself with the 
righteous law of God that he accepts even punishment 
gladly. 

4. God is always seeking to lead men to repentance 
because such repentance is absolutely necessary to their 
salvation (Rom. 2: 4). 


5. Man can resist God’s leading to his own eternal 
cost (Rom. 2:5). 

6. Note that the three parables of Luke 15 really 
form one complete whole. Taken together they are 
the Lord’s answer to the criticisms of his enemies. In 
the first two parables the sinner does nothing. God 
does everything. In the third parable God does noth- 
ing. The sinner has to do everything. The full ex- 
position of the Gospel is not to be found in any one 
of these parables taken singly but in all three of them 
taken together. Taken together they set forth the 
eternal mystery of the interaction between the human 
and the divine. And thus they greatly err who say 
that the parable of the prodigal is the Gospel and that 
in it there is nothing of blood atonement or vicarious 
sacrifice or the like. This gem of miracles sets forth 
one, but only one, of the two essential elements of 
truth concerning God’s way of salvation. And it is 
that element with which our lesson this week is con- 
cerned. 


7. The Lord Jesus who has thus vicariously ex- 
pressed our repentance is now exalted that he may give 
repentance as well as remission of sins (Acts 5:31). 
Therefore the repentance to which we are commanded. 
and which is nevertheless so impossible for us may yet 




















































Lesson for February 10 


be received as a free gift, if‘only we are willing to 
have it. ia 2 toe 
The frectie Aim acl th al 
I. As ever, the acceptance of ‘Christ by the pupils. 
2. To lead them to see the need for allowing him 
to give them the solemn gift of repentance which will - 


completely identify them with the will of God at all 
costs. 


Final Word 
It is not thy tears of repentance nor prayers, 
But the blood that atones for the soul; 
On. ov then wt shed it thou mayest at once 
y weight of iniquities roll. —P, P. Bliss. 


TunsrinceE Wits, Enc. 
4 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 

HAT Scripture deals strongly with the hidden sins 
of the heart and its motives? 

Pe What passage deals most strikingly with overt acts 
pf sin? 

3. What passage in the Psalms deals with the two kinds 
of sin in conjunction, as a prayer? 

4. What apostolic writers deal most largely with the 
question of confession and forgiveness of sins? 

5. What is the Bible’s own prescription against sin? 

6. What is the difference between the lost coin, the 
lost sheep, and the lost boy, in Luke 15? 

7. Which is the more important, faith or repentance? 

8. In the process, which operates first, faith or re- 
pentance? 

9. If you should liken conversion to an automobile, 
what part would faith be? 

10. What principle was the Master Teacher using in 
the story of the Prodigal Son? 

11. What lesson does the story probably convey to most 
people? 

12. Wherein did the prodigal exercise faith? 


Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on-one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Lovely Way of It.—Repent ye, and be baptised 
every one of you... and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). Some folks would put 
the emphasis on the “baptized,” but it will be noticed 
that “repent ye” comes first. In many years of re- 
ligious work among all sorts of people I cannot recall 
a case of genuine repentance and sorrow for sin where 
there has been a backsliding. Oh, yes, we fellows used 
to be very repentant when we got caught and the 
neighbors could hear us yell “Never do it again!” 
above the merry swish of the rod that was not spared. 
But usually we did “do it again” the very next day or 
two. I was introduced to a woman the other day. 
“William Ridgway, thee ought to know Sarah Ogden; 
her father had a farm right near Swarthmore College, 
thy Alma Mater,” said the Friend introducer. “Glad 
to know Mrs. Ogden, for I knew her farm well. 
‘Have robbed the orchard there many a time,” I replied 
unblushingly. “Yes,” laughingly retorted Friend Og- 
den, “and the big chestnut tree.” And this “criminal 
revelation” made us chummy at once. I have never 
once been sorry for those youthful escapades of ad- 
venture. If I had this would not have been the re- 
pentance Peter is talking about. True repentance is 
the result of being convicted of sin. And let it be 
known, being convicted of sin is a tremendous experi- 
ence. It shakes the very foundations of a man’s being. 
The big strong man cries like a baby. Out of it 
comes that piercing cry, “O wretched man that I am! 
who shail deliver me from the body of this death?” 
(Rom. 7:24.) And that other sobbing wail, “God 
be merciful to me a sinner” (Luke 18:13). It is after 
an experience such as this that the Holy Spirit moves 
in and comes to stay. And oh, how we grow and 
blossom and fruit in our Christian life. 


The Crazy Ones.—I will arise and go to my father, 
and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and in thy sight (Luke 15:18). You may re- 
member in this beautiful and celebrated story that it 
was not until the young Ben Awful Smart struck 
bottom with a good hard thud and awoke half starved 
with the hogs in the mud (as I might say if I were 
a poet!) that he came to himself. And then finding 


himself he at once pulled out for home taking himself 
along,—dirt, poverty, history, sin, and all,—if you 
get what I mean (Isa. 53:12; Eph. 2: 1-5). 


During 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
Lesson Calendar ~ 


“The complete list of International Uniform Lessons: for 

. year «may. be had from The Sunday: School Times. 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a.copy, or $1 a‘dozen. 

1. January 6—Our Heavenly Father. Exodus 34 : 4-73 
Psalm 103 : 1-5; 10-14; ISaiah 40 : 27-31; Matthew 6: 
24-34; John. 3 : 3-6;. 4: 20-24; 8: 40-47; Romans 23 

2-11; 8:14-17; 1 John 4: 7-36 

2. January 13.—Sin. Genesis 3 : 1-24; 6 : 5-8; Mark 7 : 14- 
23; Romans 1: 18-32; 3: 10-18; 1 John 1:5 to 

3. January 20.—Christ the Saviour, Luke 2:11, 30-32; 
1§:3-73 John 3: 14-17; 10:9-1%, 14-16, 27, 28; 
Acts 3: 1-18; Romans §: 1-11; Philippians 2: 5-11; 

2 Timothy 1:9, 10 

4. January 27.—The Holy Spirit. Joel 2: 28, 29; Luke 
11 : 9-13; John 3 : 5-8; 14: 16, 17, 26; 15 : 26, 27; 163 
7-18; Acts 2: 1-21, 32, 33; Romans 8: 1-17, 26, 27; 

1 Corinthians 12: 1-13; Ephesians 1:13, 14; 3: 
. 14-21; 421-6, go 

g. February 3.—The Holy Scriptures. Deuteronomy 
6: 4-9; Joshua 1 : 8, 9; 2 Kings 22: 8-20; Nehemiah 
8:1-8; Psalm 19: 7-14; Luke 24:: 25-32; Acts 17: 

10-12; 2 Timothy 3 : 14-17 

@ February 10.—Repentance and Faith. Isaiah 1 : 10- 

20; Ezekiel 18 : 20-23, 27-32; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 
331-14; 15: 11-24; Acts 2-: 32-39; Hebrews 11 : 1-16: 

g. February 17.—Prayer. Genesis 18 : 23-33;. Exodus 
32:31, 32; Nehemiah 1 : 4-11; Daniel 6:10; Mat- 
thew 6:5-1§; Luke 18:1-14; John 17: 1-26; 1 


5 Company, 


Thessalonians 5:17; 1 John §: 14, 15° 








one of the celebrated murder trials one of the noted 
alienists said that all men and women are more or 
less crazy. This alienist confessed he had no religion, 
and the birds of the same feather he flocked with had 
no religion, and, according to the little world he moved 
in, his guess was exactly right. The man who fails 
to get right with God ts crazy. Ail of us are told 
every now and then, “You must be crazy to think of 
such a thing.” The “thing” perhaps being to wear a 
green tie with a pink shirt! Such an accusation, of 
course, is open to argument, but of one thing there 
can be no two sides—the man or woman who does 
not repent and confess and make sure of Heaven is 
insane. For we do not stay here; the cemetery awaits 
the “earthly house of this tabernacle,” as Paul calls it 
(2 Cor. 5:1).. As we motor along the traveled high- 
ways we see stuck up on trees and posts, “Where will 
you spend eternity?” Paul tells in this verse. One 
of the advantages of the small town for a Sunday- 
school teacher is that we can know intimately the local 
individual history and so do not have to go far afield 
for illustrations to nail fast religious: truth. It so 
happens that here in Coatesville there is not a single 
crazy one among the young folks who have tied up 
to God and the church. That is to say, the happy and 
prosperous ones are Christians. The failures and mis- 
erable ones are those who have had no sins (!) to 
repent of and consequently “no use for religion.” And 
the same thing will be found true of every place.in the 
whole United States. 


The Father’s Love.—While he was yet afar off, his 
father saw him, ... and-ran, and fell on his neck, and 
kissed him (v. 20). This to me has always been the 
climax of this great old story. Right here we have 
the “hop-skip-and-jump” of love. “Afar off.” “Saw 
him.” “Ran.” “Fell on his neck.” “Kissed him.” 
There is the whole of it for you right before your 
eyes! And never any of you fellows ever forget that 
Jesus intended his story to show us how God looks 
upon that wayward son or daughter whom the rest- 
lessness and passion of youth drives into the far coun- 
try (John 17: 10, 23, 26). Some years ago a moving 
picture maker undertook to put the story of “The 
Prodigal Son” on the screen. It was a beautiful pic- 
ture and was intended to carry a tremendous temper- 
ance lesson, which it surely did. But whoever made 
the scenario and directed the picture lost the whole 
great nub of the story. When the repentant boy came 
back home from the hog herding, the picture had the 
father refusing to receive him and the mother had to 
come out and intercede. To every man or woman who 
ever went to Sunday-school and church the picture 
was a joke, in that the whole point of the story was 
lost. I have been ‘advised that the picture was a flop 
and soon withdrawn. I wrote to Mr. Will Hays sug- 
gesting that he advise his movie people to consult 
some one who knew the Bible when they attempted a 
Biblical picture. One of the things that condemn 
moving pictures with many people is this ignorance 
of facts and the discoloring of scenes and twisting of 
situations. The whole point of the parable, as has 
been suggested, lies in the fact that the father heart 
pities and yearns for the wandering boy (or girl). 
The very instant he repents and believes in the Father 
that Father is on the look-out and out-look for the 
boy or girl (Psa. 103:13). Just as soon as the 
Father spies him dragging his weary feet, with bowed 
and shamefaced head, over the distant hilltop, Father 
—afar off—sees him—runs—falls on his neck — 
kisses him. Don’t fail to get all this, that’s why I 
separate them. Right after comes the new suit of 
clothes — the ring — the fatted calf —the homecoming 
party. And that boy has, more or less, been many a 
one of us who snuggle here in this Corner. No one 
had to come out and coax Heaven to open arms to 
us when we came home. They opened when we said, 





«a CoatEsvILEE, Pa, si ttteal 


55 


“T will arise-and go,” and we fell into those arms when“ 
we arrived! ; j 


ary 

This Week's Teaching Principle 
‘By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 

Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF ILLUSTRATION.—Abstract or 
Spiritual truth should be made clear by concrete 


sllustrarion. 

UR lesson brings to us from the Master Teacher 

one of his most famous story illustrations. The 
lesson title suggests that it is intended to teach Re- 
pentance and Faith, and the related references make 
it clear that this is to be the emphasis of the lesson. 
The story of the Prodigal Son is a concrete setting 
forth of more than this, and indeed it would hardly be 
too much to say that to most readers its abiding lesson 
is the love of the father for the wayward boy. But it 
does also bring home to us the fact of repentance and 
the necessity for repentance before even the love of the 
father can find its way through to and into the hard- 
ened heart. In the far country the boy realizes his 
degradation, and his ill treatment of his father’s kind- 
ness, and finally recognizes that it is sin that has 
brought him to poverty after leading him to despise 
his father’s love. ‘He therefore does the only reason- 
able thing he can think of and returns with words of 
repentance on his lips, but words that express the deep 
conviction of soul that came to him when he was not 
so fortunate as the swine that he tended in an alien 
land. But he comes with faith in the father whom he 
had wronged, else he never would have had the cour- 
age to face the one whom he had so deeply hurt, and 
= _— welcome that awaited him fully justifies his 
aith. 

So the sinner needs to turn from his sin and turn in 
faith to God who is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him. Repentance is impossible to him who has 
not been convicted that he is a sinner. It is unfor- 
tunate that there are so many prodigals who do not 
realize that they are prodigals because they either deny 
the reality of sin or close their hearts to the Spirit 








- of God waiting to convict them of sin. Unfortunate is 


it also that so many more, like this prodigal, must taste 
the bitter fruits of an utter abandon to sin before com- 
ing to themselves. 
Huntinopon, Pa, 
ae 


The Illustration Round -Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dolar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything. without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining. the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be’ sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly: having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be. given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other versee than the Golden Text ars. 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 

A Mistake of Christians.—Having received of the 
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2: 33). 
A homely illustration was once used by the old Ger- 
man preacher, Flattish. A lady told him she had been 
seeking and longing in vain for the presence of the 
Holy Spirit; this gift of God was her chief desire, but 
still beyond her attainment. ‘Dear lady,” said Flattish, 
“the other morning I searched about diligently, but all 
in vain, for my stocking; I wanted it, but could find 
it nowhere. Suddenly I discovered that in reality I 
had it on! Madam, you have what you desire: your 
seeking. and longing prove the indwelling. power of 
God’s Holy Spirit, and all you have to do is to cease 
searching, and be happy in receiving.” The lady 
found peace in believing —From The Quiver. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


A Distance Discussion.—To all that are afar off 
(2:39). Two Sunday-school teachers were discussing 
the teaching of a certain lesson. “Did you discuss 
with the class the distance from Cana to Sychar?” 
asked one. “I did not mention it,” replied the other, 
“because I am so distressed about the distance some 
of my pupils are from Christ.”—From The Moody 
Monthly. Sent by M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 


Far Countries.—The younger son ... took his 
journey into a far country (Luke 15:13). God wants 
us to live in a far country. Satan wants us to live in 
a far country. We are to choose which. Both. places 
are mentioned in the Gospel of Luke. “The younger 
son ... took his journey into a far country, and there 
wasted his substance with. riotous living.” Again, 
Luke records in one of the parables told by our Lord 
that “a certain nobleman went into a far country to 
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receive for himself a kingdom, and to re- 
turn.” . This nobleman~ represented the 
Lord. Jesus himself; and his “far coun- 
» try” d@\Heaven whence he will return to 
this earth to establish here. the kingdom 
given to him there by his Father. Every 
one on earth today is, spiritually, fiving 
in one or the other of these two far coun- 
tries. Which far country is your home? 
—lrom The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Emma C, Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


. Because We Are Unworthy.—/ am no 
more worthy (15:19). A young woman, 
who was a regular attendant at church 
services, was present one week-day eve- 
ning, when a neighboring pastor preached 
an awakening sermon. After the sermon 
the pastor of the church went down the 
aisle to ask the young woman if she did 
not wish to profess faith in the Lord. 
She modestly replied that she was afraid 
she was not worthy to make such a pro- 
fession. The pastor, prompted as he be- 
lieves by the Holy Spirit, answered, 
“Miss H, it is not a question of your 
worthiness, but of your welcome.” She 
saw it at once, and became an earnest be- 
liever—From the Sunday Companion. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, 
Eng. 

The Undelivered Pardon.—Father, I 
have sinned (15:21). If there is no re- 
pentance there can be no pardon. Some 
years ago a murderer was sentenced to 
death in the United States. The mur- 
derer’s brother, to whom the State was 
deeply indebted for former services, be- 
sought the governor of the State for his 
brother’s pardon. The pardon was granted, 
and the man visited his brother with the 
pardon in his pocket. “What would you 
do,” he said to him, “if you received a 
pardon?” “The first thing I would do,” 
he answered, “is to track down the judge 
who sentenced me, and murder him; and 
the next thing I would do is to track 
down the chief witness and murder him.” 
The brother rose and left the prison with 
the pardon in his pocket—From The 
Dawn. Sent by L. G. James, Toronto. 
Prize illustration. 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“N or Silver Nor Gold.” 
“E ven Me.” 
“W hen I Survey the Wondrous Cross.” 


“B elieve on the Lord Jesus.” 
“In Jesus.” 

“R ock of Ages.” 

“T rust and Obey.” 

“H ave Thine Own Way, Lord.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4.”" published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“The King Supreme” (3: 1-3). Psalm 2: 1-12. 
“My Saviour’ and My Lord” (so: 1-4). 

Psalm 27 : 7-14. 
“When I Confessed” (71 : 1-3). Psalm 32 : 5-7. 
“My Guilty Stains” (115 : 1-3). Psalm 51 : 1-14. 
“Be Thou My Saviour’ (286 : 1-3). 

Psalm 142 : 1-7. 
“Whosoever Calleth” (7o : 1-3). 

Psalm 32: 1-7; Romans 10 : 13. 


3 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast been ever loving toward us. Thou 
dost seek to turn the sinner from the wick- 
edness of his way, and to bring him into 
the path of righteousness.) How may we 
thank thee for thy patient love! Our debt 
‘is beyond comparison with any  requital 
within our power. May we turn in this 
very hour from any sin that may have laid 
its deadening hand upon us, and in humble 
confession, rest in glad faith upon thy for- 
giving love through Christ our Saviour and 
Lord. In his dear name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—If you came to a 
guide-board along the road, and you 
found that you were going in the wrong 
direction, what would you do? Why, of 
course, you’d turn around, and go in the 
right direction. Yes, on a hike you would. 
You'd trust that guide-board, and turn 
right around, or in other words, you'd 
repent. How strange that it’s so hard for 
some of us to repent, to turn back from 
the wrong road in our daily living, even 
when the Bible, God’s sure guide-board, 
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tells us we’re on the wrong track, and 
Shows us the right one! Are you head- 
ing away from the right? Oh, *repent ye, 
and believe in the gospel”! You'll never 
know how golden that text/is until you 











do it! Let us pray. 
"Thos FROM IN 
RUST THE AVIOUR 
WILL YOU? 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Luke 15: 11-24. 

Perhaps all the children in your 
class know this story, which is so full 
of loving interest. If so, let them tell it 
to you, explaining to them that the Lord 
told this story after he told of the lost 
sheep, and that this is the story of the 
Lost Boy. 

The first point to talk about is why the 
boy wanted to leave home. We believe 
that he was a naughty boy and wanted 
to do things that his father did not allow 
him to do at home. He wanted to get 
away where he could do just as he liked, 
as he probably saw some other boys do- 
ing. But it took lots of money to do the 
things he wanted to do. So he asked his 
father to give him his inheritance. 

In the far-off land the boy lived just 
as he wanted to,—doing some things 
that were very sinful. He did not work, 
and wasted his money. After a while his 
money was all gone, and his chums who 
had helped him spend it did not care for 
him after his money was gone. They 
did not invite him to their homes, so he 
had to hunt a job, and the only one he 
could get was a very humiliating one. A 
man hired him to feed hogs, and the poor 
boy was so hungry that he wanted to eat 
the hogs’ food. 

When the boy was “down and out” he 
began to think, and he remembered that 
even the servants in his father’s house 
had plenty to eat. All at once, he wanted 
to go back home just as much as he had 
wanted to leave. Ask the children what 
they think about this, — was the boy just 
hungry for his father’s bread, or was he 
homesick, too? He got up right away 
and went home. 

The class will remember how the shep- 
herd loved the little sheep that strayed 
away and how happy he was to find it. 


And, of course, the father loved the boy. 
who went away. No doubt he often 
looked down the road, and wondered if 
he would come back. So when he saw 
the poor hungry boy, with soiled, worn: 
out clothes, coming home, he knew him 
right away, and ran down the road to 
meet his son. The boy began to tell his 
father how very bad he had been, and 
how sorry he was, but before he could 
finish, the father forgave him, and wel- 
comed him home, not as a servant, but 
as his son, forgiven and beloved. 

The “Lord Jesus told this to let 
all who heard it, and all who read it, see 
a picture of the Father in Heaven, so that 
they might say from the heart, “Thou, 
Lord, art good, and ready to forgive” 
(Memory Verse). 

Sing “Back to My Father and Home.” 

CirntTon, S. C. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Conviction of sin 

2. Forgiveness of sin 
3 Proof of repentance 
4. All through faith 














S THERE a harder task than to bring 

the mind of youth to any sense of 
its own sinfulness, any conviction that 
there is any need of forgiveness? So 
rose-colored are the glasses youth wears 
in viewing itself, usually, so manifold are 
its own excuses for itself and, in many 
cases, from adults as well, that to con- 
vince most young people that they have 
actually done wrong and need forgiveness 
for sin calls for a finely adjusted com- 
bination of wisdom, love, and tact to be 
used of the Holy Spirit, through faith 
and prayer. Once this first step is 
mounted the successive ones follow far 
more easily. 

You will scarcely have any criminally- 
minded girls in your class (and even they 
are excused now on every possible and 
impossible ground from any charge of 
sin!), but you will have to help your 
“good” or “good-enough” girls to see 
themselves as they really are in God’s 
sight before they can feel their need of 
forgiveness. If you can help each girl 
to look honestly into her own heart, at 
her secret motives and desires, rather than 
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at-her.overt acts, you will help her:to see 
herself as she really is. Helpher to apply 
such tests as these: A tp i: hé¢ un- 
selfish ; pure-minded; obédient.to‘even my 
own standards of right and wrong ; ready 
to follow, gladly, God’s. plan for my life 
instead of a self-chosen’ one; sweet of 
temper; clean of tongue; always kind in 
word and deed; glad to serve without 
thought of self; grateful for God’s provi- 
dences in my life, however difficult they 
may be at ‘present; utterly sincere in all 
my thinking and acting? . You need go 
no farther to show your girls themselves 
as God must know them. Is there ome 
who can sincerely say she needs no for- 
giveness for sin? 

2. How blessed, when such conviction 
of sin does take hold upon the heart, to 
point to God’s abundant forgiveness for 
the truly repentant seeker after his for- 
giveness! You cannot make your case- 
too strong for his readiness to forgive 
utterly whatever sin is whole-heartedly 
repented of, if his salvation from sin is 
accepted as he offers it in Christ Jesus 
(see Psa. 25:11; Isa. 43:25; Heb. 10: 
17). No young girl in your group may 
be carrying a great load of conscious sin 
on her heart, yet — but oh, teacher, for- 
tify her now against that black and fruit- 
less remorse that does follow sin in the 
conscience unbelieving in God’s loving and 
complete forgiveness. If you have ever 
faced the hard fatalism of such a sinful 
youth—the hopelessness of a sin-con- 
victed conscience without faith in God’s 
forgiving love — you “will seek to plant 
such a faith deep in your young girls’ 
minds, today. 

3. When true repentance turns in faith 
to God’s forgiving love, the proof of it 
follows as the night the day — the earnest 
turning away from the recognized sin and 
the seeking of true obedience. “Back to 
my Father and home” was the cry of 
the repentant young man of Jesus’ own 
story; it will be of your girl also. 

4. Of course, dear teachers, no such con- 
viction of sin, repentance, and new obe- 
dience is possible without faith — faith 
in God, his revealed Word, and his only 
begotten Son. One cannot believe she 
has done wrong who does not believe in 
wrong and right as such, as God -has 
revealed them in his Word. One will not 
seek to be saved from wrong through 
Jesus Christ who does not believe that 
he is the only Saviour from sin. Your 
first and last appeal must be to him, 
through him—and him only. 


Home Study 
There is not a better study of true re- 
pentance than Jesus’ story of the sinful 
and repenting boy, in Luke 15: 11-24. Ask 
your girls to memorize that story this 
week. 


Decatur, GA. 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: The world’s best short 
story. 
Discussion: Which comes first, re- 


pentance or faith? What is the defini- 
tion of conversion? Is this lesson for 
the unconverted only, or for both the 
saved and unsaved? Why? 


Objective: Getting right with God. 


AY, fellows, I nominate to you “The 
Prodigal Son” as the world’s best 
short story. I think the “Prodigal Son” 


-is one of the great characters of his- 


tory. Maybe you had not regarded him 
that way. When we hear a fellow spoken 
of as “a prodigal” we think of the black 
sheep in the family, the boy who broke 
his poor mother’s heart and brought his 
dad’s gray hairs in sorrow down to the 
grave; the ingrate, the utterly wicked, 
the offscouring of the earth. Now listen, 
fellows: Jesus, in telling the story, did 
not call that boy a “prodigal.” In fact, 
the word prodigal does not appear in the 
story, nor anywhere else that I can dis- 
cover in the Bible. Editors have put 
the word in the title or subtitle above the 
text, but it is not in the original or in 
(Concluded on page 58) 
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Lesson for February 10 










We want the readers of The Sunday School 
Times to have the opportunity of having a 
large and glorious share in the joy and bless- 
ing of giving God’s Word to the people of 
Latin America who have been.so long with- 
out it. 

Like the lawyer in Washington, you will 
surely wish to send Testaments to “work for 
you” in the hearts of boys and girls, farmers 
and merchants, prisoners and policemen, stu- 
dents and officials, soldiers and sailors, In- 
dians, and all the various classes in these 
lands. | 

The Testaments are neat, well-bound books, 
printed chiefly in Spanish and Portugese. The 
cost of producing a Testament and placing it 
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“T WANT TO HAVE SOME TESTAMENTS 
AT WORK FOR ME IN SOUTH AMERICA” 


Writes a lawyer in Washington, D. C. He says: 


“I want to have some Testaments at work - 
- for me in South America, and enclose check 
toward the campaign for a million copies. It 
is a great joy to me to know I have some 
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Testaments doing their blessed work in 
I think the Lord has guided you to 
the most effective way of finishing up the 
work of evangelizing the world.” 


The Opportunity of a Lifetime: Don’t Miss It 


in the hands of a person in Latin America is 
only 25 cents a copy. 

President-Elect Hoover's Good Will Tour 
Has been a providential preparation for our 
campaign to distribute carefully and prayerfully 
a million ‘Goodwill Testaments” 
the people of Latin America. It is surely 
the opportunity of a lifetime for the members 
of The Sunday School Times Family to share 
in sending this special ‘‘ Goodwill Edition ”’ at 


among 


this Heaven-appointed moment. 

The Testaments you send to “work for 
you” in Latin America may lead one or many 
to decision for Christ. A missionary to Brazil 
said: ‘‘In every case the person who read 
the Book was led to Christ.” 


How Others Are Helping 





My Heart Has Been Burdened.—“I am pro- 
foundly interested in your great and glorious work, 
and shall earnestly pray for its triumphant success. 
My heart has been burdened for just such a move- 
ment, and I wish I could send you a much larger 
contribution.” —A Boston minister who sends a 
check for $25.00, 


A Great Work.—“Am so delighted that you have 
undertaken a campaign for Latin America. It is 
a great work, and God has promised that His Word 
shall not return unto Him void.”—-The writer en- 
closed a check for $200.00. : . 


Nothing Gives Me Such Joy.—“Nothing gives 
me such joy as to be a helper in giving people God’s 
Word. It means more and more to me each day, 
and I am realizing more each day just what the 
Word can do. It surely is ‘quick and powerful.’ 
aaa praise unto Him for this Blessed 

ord.” 





How Many 
Will You Send? 


25 cents pays the cost of producing 
and distributing one Testament 


$2.50 will send 10 Testaments 
$5.00 will send 20 Testaments 
$25.00 will send 100 Testaments 
$250.00 will send 1,000 Testaments 
$1,000.00 will send 4,000 Testaments 


More Than Glad to Give.—“I am more than glad 
to give to this cause. Latin America has been on 
my heart for several years, and I will continue 
praying. 

Will Enlist Prayer.—‘“‘We are in sympathy with 
your work, and will pray in the home, and enlist 
Bible classes and prayer-meetings to pray.” 


The Widow’s Mite.—‘I am a poor widow wo- 
man, and am sending you the last dollar of my tithe 
money.” 

The Holy Spirit May Speak.—“I am enclosing 
$5.00 toward Million Testaments Campaign, pray- 
ing the Holy Spirit may speak to every one who 
sends God’s precious Word.” 


Delightful and Untaught People.—‘“My heart 
rebounded with joy at the prospect of giving the 





Gospel, through the Word itself, to these delightful 





How You Can Help 


You can send a donation, and water the Word with your 
prayers day by day. If you are a pastor or Sunday-school 
superintendent or teacher, you can send for a supply of ‘‘Good- 
will Gift’’ envelopes, and prayer cards sufficient for each of your 


and untaught people.” 


members,—with a map of Latin America on the back of each 
card; and announce an offering for one or two weeks later. 


You will be delighted at the enthusiastic respond to the idea 
of sending “Goodw i 


ill Testaments” to our next-door neighbors. 


Million Testaments for Latin-America Committee: Dr. James M. Gray, Dr. Stewart P. Maclennan, 
Dr. John A. Davis, Mr. Trumbull Howard, Mr. Peter Stam, Jr., Treasurer ; George T. B. Davis, Secretary. 


scholar, and folders for each teacher and officer 


Peter Stam, Jr., Million Testaments Campaign 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Believing in the power of the Word of God, I enclose............4+. 
to send ‘‘ Goodwill” Testaments to ‘‘ work for me” in hearts and 
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s Million Testaments Campaign $.S.T. 3 
: 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 4 
4 PlCASS SENG MO o..-000<ces.cesess copies of the ‘*Goodwill Gift.” . 
& envelopes and Prayer Card and ........... ccceee of the folder, toenlist § 
* prayer and arouse interest in sending ‘‘ Goodwill” Testaments, § lives in Latin America. 
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(AFRICA: INLAND "MISSION 


,373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
pa 

‘At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 





Pray for This Work of Faith 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Say, Fellows— 
(Concluded from page 56) 


the translations of the text itself. Neither 
did Jesus condemn the boy; he simply 
stated in one brief paragraph what the 
boy did —the mistake he made, the error 
he fell into. Then Jesus goes on to tell 
of the fine thing he did—the wise thing, 
the great thing. He turned his face 
homeward; he shows us the way back to 
the father. ; 
That young man ranks as a pioneer 
along with David. David the king sin- 
ned, sinned grievously, sinned more wick- 
edly than the young man in the story: 
and David became very, very sorry; he 
confessed his sin in bitterness and in tears 








and begged the Father’s forgiveness (Psa. 
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51) and got it—got it full and free (2 
Sam. 12:13). 


_The young man sinned. Who has not 
sinned? (Rom. 3:23.) ‘But as he sat 
there by the hog ttough and reviewed 
his course and saw that he had gone 
wrong, he was sorry. It matters not what 
made him sorry, whether it was his sad 
plight, his hunger, his rags, his loneliness, 
or whether it was shame for his moral de- 
linquency ; the thing that matters is what 
he did when the situation dawned upon 
him in its full force. He thought of 
his father and believed he would forgive 
him — believed it enough to act upon that 
belief immediately. 

Listen, fellows: 





I would rather my 
boy would trust me to forgive him and 
















State your needs. 


DISCOUNT WHILE THEY LAST 


Sunday School and Gospel Song Books 


SURPLUS STOCKS OF BRAND NEW BOOKS TO BE DISPOSED OF QUICKLY 
Manila Bound Bditions.. . $15.00 the hundred. Now $12.00 
Large Board Bound Editions, 40.00 the hundred. Now 35.00 
Full Cloth Bound Editions, 45.00 the hundred. Now 40.00 
SEND QUICKLY FOR INSPECTION COPIES. MENTION THIS ADV. 


We have just the books for you. This discount offe t be limit prese 
stock. Orders will be filled as they are received. First cunie. trek nba 3 2 


HALL MACK CO., 21st and Arch Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 


















Your gift on the annuity basis 
to the American Bible Society 
will assure you a guaranteed in. 
come of from 4% to 9% as long 
as you live. 


Ultimately your gift will be re- 
leased for the important and es- 
sential work of translating, pub- 
lishing and distributing the 
Scriptures thereby helping to 
make the Bible more widely 
and more easily available. 
















Twenty-seven questions similar 
@, to those in the opposite col- 
‘* umn are answered in the 
4 *%. booklet, “Bibles and 
*, Bonds,”acopy of which 
*% is yours upon re- 
*, quest. 
AMERICAN | *s. Pea 
se 
BIBLE SOCIETY “s, coupon. 
Bible House, ~ 
Astor Place, N. Y. ~~ 


GENTLEMEN: Please send % 
me without obligation on my % 
part vour booklet No. W-16, CS 
entitled ** Bibles and Bonds.” 
















| An Income Assured— 
The Bible Befriended 







? What is an Annuity Bond Agree- 
@ ment? 


? Are Annuity Bond Agreements 
@ unquestionably safe? 






? Do men of recognized business 

@ ability secure Annuity Bond 
Agreements from the American 
Bible Society? 


What will money invested in 
Annuity Bond Agreements 
eventually accomplish through 
the American Bible Society ? 


om 


What advantages do Annuity 
Bond Agreements have over 
many forms of investments ? 


ow 


Are Annuity Bond Agreements 
recommended as a source of in- 
come for widows and persons un- 
familiar with financial matters? 


—_ 






cotne back afid ask me to do it than to 
have him stay asyay with the purpose of 
paying 4me back.- That ‘boy never could 
pay his father back. He might return all 
the money, but-hé couldn’t undo the life 
he had lived. His father didn’t want the 
money back; he wanted his boy back 
with a spirit of penitence, which was the 
only fresh starting point from which he 
could make good. The boy had the vision 
and the faith that enabled him to see 
that big truth and act upon it. As he sat 
there by the hog trough, he suddenly 
slapped himself on the knee, and said: 
“This ts the bottom for me!” He could 
say that because he had turned his face 
toward the father. “I have got pretty 
low, but there is still a lower level of 
continued impenitence and unconfession : 
I refuse to go lower. This is, the bot- 
tom for me. From this point my course 
is upward and onward. I will arise and 
go to my father!” 

And oh, what an arising it was! And 
what a going back it was! The father 
pouring out his forgiveness, even before 
the boy had a chance to mention the part 
of his prepared speech about becoming a 
hired servant; and the ring! the highest 
emblem of restored sonship; the best 
robe! that all could see he was reinstated. 
Now, fellows, that boy began to see 
life in a new way. He had never before 
known the depth of his father’s love. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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He knew: it now.: Does it mean that ont 
ngugt’ deliberately’ sin, to reich “@ highpi? 
level? God forbid. * We’ have already 
sinned. Every one;, of .us, has sinned 
enough today to make it necessary for 
ages to die that God’s divine justice may 
satisfied. The thing for you and me 
to say, fellows, right now, is: “This is 
the bottom for me. I turn my face to the 
Father. Henceforth, my course is up- 
ward and onward.” It is the only way. 
Let me refresh you with the answer 
the Shorter Catechism gives to the ques- 
tion: “What is repentance unto life?” 
“Repentance unto life is a saving grace,” 
whereby a sinner, out of a true sense of 
his sin, and apprehension of the mercy of 
God in Christ, doth, with grief and hatred” 
of his sin, turn from it unto God, with 
full purpose of, and endeavor after, new 
obedience.” 
And that’s the low down on Repentance 
and Faith. 
Greensporo, N. C. 


we 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of February 3) i 
1. It makes definite claim to be not the 
word of man but of 


2. It is markedly frequent, — interwoven 
into the very fabric of the writings. 








3. That God is one God, and our supreme 
duty is to love this one true God (Deut. 
6: 4-9). 

4. “Good God’s 

(Josh. 1: 8). 

5. Some degree of understanding of its 
teaching (Neh. 8: 1-18). 

6. That every part of it testified of him 
(Luke 24: 25-32, 44, 45). 

7. Christ himself and the writers of the 
New Testament deal with these writings as 
God-given. 

8. John 1: 1-5. 

9. Try John 20: 31. 

10. The Holy Spirit. 

11. They found in them their sure word 
of guidance and rule-of-measure for all re- 
ligious teaching (Acts 17: 10-12 and 2 Tim. 
3: 14-17). ¥ ‘ 

12. Psalm 119 perhaps meets these points 
more fully than any other single passage. 

13. By simply asking him (Luke 11: 13). 

14. John 5:39, “Search the scriptures 
. - . they are they which testify of me,” and 
2 Timothy 2: 15. 

15. Our beliefs and our behavior will be 


success,” — in sight 


.| affected and determined more than most peo- 


ple realize by our attitude toward the author- 
ity of the Scriptures. 

16. (1) The way (Psa. 119:37); (2) 
Statute (Psa. 119:5); (3) Judgment (Psa. 
119: 75);, (4) Word (Psa. 119: 49), and 
(5) Promise (Psa. 119: 38, Hebrew). 








LEAVE A LITTLE FOR 
THE JEWS 


“My Annuity with the Jewish Mission” is 
the title of a leaflet we would like you to read. 
It is yours for the asking. Just say ‘“‘Send 
me your leaflet on Annuities.” 

No obligations, and no further solicitation— 
not a word. We only want to get our story 
to you; then we'll leave it between you and 
the Lord as to whether His covenant people 
should have a share in your Annuity gifts. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS TO 
THE JEWS, Inc. 
27 Throop Ave. 
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Lesson for February 10 
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Advertising Rates 

The Sunday School Times: 90 cents 
per line, $12.60 per inch, each insertion 
(fourteen lines to the inch). Christian 
Youth: 10 certs per line, $1.40 per ‘inch, 
each insertion. For detailed information 
address The Religious Press Association, 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadel- 
phia. : 


Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at thé following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
; Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 
$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
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$1.50—Five or. more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 
CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 50 cents for postage. 
The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 


Christian Youth 
Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 


75 cents—One copy, or any number | 


less than five, 75 cents each, per year. 
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323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








PREPARE FOR AN 


ART cApeee 


«thru the only art school operated 
esa ment of a large art or- 
Soom ion, who have actually pro- 

iced over a quarter million draw- 
ings for leading advertisers. Where 
else can you get so wide an experi- 
ence? Home ly instruction. 
Write for illustrated book telling of 
our successful students. *¢ 


MEYER BOTH COMPANY 
_ Michigan Ave. at 20th St. Dept. »» Chicago, Ill, 


UNANSWERABLE BOOKS 


Will help you laugh at misfits and contradic- 

tions of evolution and modernism. Jocko-!iomo 
Pee a agg » poradies, Toadstool 

mong the Tombs, Alibi Lullaby By-by, The 
Gee-Haw of the Modern Jehu, Rastus Aguas Ex. 
lains Evolution, Seven Thunders of Millennial Dawn. 
st mentioned is a surprising exposé of Russellism. 
African missionary writes, “‘ When I have time, I read 
them again and again.”” America’s best known evan- 
gelist commends them. We estimate we have sold 
pocae to ministers. ey evangelists sell them. Each 
ook 20c postpaid. ‘“ When Snakes Began to Nurse 
Their Young’’ and “ Cousin’s Day at the Zoo”’ (each 8 
pages) free with $x order. Homo Pub. Co., Rogers,O. 


A Postcard == 


a few 
minutes’ thought 
will bring to you 

TORREY’S Famous Vzst-Pocxetr HELP 
bs DOWN the names (on a postcard will do) of 12 
or more Sunday School teachers or officers of your 
acquaintance, and we will send you an introduc- 


tery copy of Torrey’s Gist of the Lessons (Inter- 
national) 1929, Adsolutely /ree and postpaid. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK 


id By the easy, = 
Learn Another: Man’s Language ''¥ ‘P< ¢2*y; prac; 
Method for Spanish, French, German, Italian Rus- 
sian, Portuguese, J apanese: Price; $x.75. Over a mil- 
THE fio scr ean for ey ars. 
el -, Publishers 
Dept. SS., 133 N. 13th St., Philadeiphia. ‘ 


Westbourne Baptist Church, Calgary, Canada, 


open to call a-fundamental pastor, must believe 
the Bible. Address all communications to 
818 Eighth Avenue, West, Calgary, Canada 




















When answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


please. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





The Young People’s 
. Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





February 17. How Much Should We Strive 
for Material Things? Luke 12: 13-31. 
February 24. Why Is Christianity the Only 


Adequate Religion? Acts 4: 8-12; John 
3: 16. ‘ 
March 3. Recruiting for Christ. Matt. 9: 


35-38: (Consecration meeting.) _ 
March 10. How to Become a Christian. 
Acts 2: 37-41; 16:30, 31. 


Sunday, February 10 


Jesus Teaching Us to Serve 
(Matt. 20 : 20-28) 





Mon.—By preaching (Matt. 10 : 1-8). 
Tues.—By compassion (Matt. 9 : 35-38). 
Wed.—By comforting (Luke 8 : 49-56). 
Thurs.—By unselfishness (Matt. 5 : 38-42). 
Fri—In humility (Matt. 20 : 25-28). 
Sat.—By sacrifice (Matt. 16 : 24). 











How did Jesus serve men? 
“What chances have we to serve? 
Where may we begin to serve? 


HE late Dan Crawford in his book, 

“Thinking Black,” tells of the diffi- 
culties of traveling through the central 
African jungles. Often the trail will 
lead through a thickly matted tangle of 
grass thirteen feet high. At dawn this 
is heavily covered with dew, and it is the 
custom of the natives to make the chil- 
dren squeeze through first. 

These “human brooms,” as they are 
called, run the first risk of being pounced 
upon by a hungry leopard or treading 
upon some venomous serpent. In addi- 
tion they catch upon their naked, shiver- 


| ing bodies the deluge of the cold dew. 


“To the natives, men like Livingstone 
and the great Christian missionaries are 
“dew driers,” or “pathfinders,” not being 
“ministered unto,” but “minister to those 
who follow.” 


In the very beginning of this lesson on 
the teachings of Christ regarding service, 
it is well for us to fix clearly in our 
minds the place of service in the Chris- 
tian life. Much that we read and hear 
today might lead us to believe that serv- 
ice was the way to Heaven. God’s Word 
makes it plain that it is not the way to 
Christ, but the result of Christ in the 
heart. We cannot offer to God the sac- 
rifice of our service until we have given 
him the sacrifice of ourselves (Rom. 12: 
1, 2). We can do nothing for God un- 
til we have permitted him to do some- 
thing for us, through belief in the Lord 
Jesus Christand acceptance of his provision 
in and through him. Only by accepting 
the Lord Jesus can we have him abiding 
in our hearts, and unless he abides in our 
hearts we can do nothing that is worth 
while or lasting (John 15:5, 6). 

3g : 

Let us see some of the ways in which 
Christ served others, for it is to him that 
we must look for our inspiration and 
example for service. His greatest serv- 
ice is not difficult to see, for we find it 
in our Scripture lesson (Matt. 20: 28). 
His death upon the cross as a ransom for 
many was the prime objective of his life, 
and it did for mankind what all his other 
ministry could not do, it opened up the 
way to God and made it possible for man 
to pass from death unto life. 

There is danger of our losing sight of 
this his great service, as we think about 
his miracles, his healing, his humility, 
and the other wonderful acts of his life. 
The Lord Jesus ministered to mankind 
all through his earthly life, but he did 
not come to minister, he came to die that 
you and I might have life. His ministry 
was incidental, and the natural overflow 
from his heart of love. However, it would 
have been empty as far as man’s great 
need was concerned, had it not looked 
forward to and culminated in his death. 


There is a sense in which we may lay 
down our lives for the brethren (John 





15:13). But we can never follow our 





Lord in this his greatest service. What 
he did, he alone. could do for man, and 
what he did was done once for all. How- 
ever, there are many deeds by which we 
can follow Christ’s example. In fact, if 
we have truiy accepted him and his love 
is in our hearts, these deeds will be the 
same natural overflow, from our lives as 
they were from his life. Let us read 
of some of them. 

In one of our daily readings, Matthew 
9: 35-38, we see the Lord Jesus teaching 
in the synagogues, preaching in the Vvil- 
lages, and healing the sick. Few young 
people’s societies are so isolated that they 
cannot do some definite work along this 
very line. One society holds a song serv- 
ice and gives a brief message in a near-by 
hospital, once a week. Another group 
helps with the work in a mission. Still 
another society began and has furnished 
officers and teachers for a Sunday-school 
in a near-by village where there was no 
church. The use of a vacant lot was 
secured by another group and evangelistic 
meetings were held two or three nights 
each week during the summer. Consult 
your pastor or your councilor and tell 
him what you have in mind and enlist his 
help in finding a worthwhile work that 
will bring others into touch with Christ. 
There is no activity that will develop the 
members of your society and hold their 
interest as will definite, soul-winning, 
Christian work. 

Luke 8: 41-56 shows Christ comforting, 
healing, and restoring life. We are not 
able to heal as he did, or to raise anyone 
from the dead, but we may be used to 
bring to many the comfort of the Scrip- 
tures and thus help them to pass from 
death unto eternal life. 

Your local Red Cross chapter or the 
visiting nurse in your community can 
doubtless put you in touch with many sick 
and suffering ones and tell you how you 
can bring to them simple comforts that 
will open the way for you to tell them 
about Christ. Keep in touch with your 
pastor as to the sick among your own 
church members. 

One society sends one of its members, 
at least once a week, to read to a blind 
woman. Another society, during the illness 
of a mother, saw to it that one of its mem- 
bers went each day to do little odd jobs 
about the house, and thus did much to 
relieve the anxiety of the sick one. 


We must not forget, of course, the 
many opportunities that may be found 
right in our own home church or Sunday- 
school, if we will only look for them and 
ask God to direct us. Few Sunday- 
schools have too many teachers and 
helpers. Perhaps there is already in your 
Sunday-school a_ teacher-training class 
that will help to prepare you for teach- 
ing. One group of young women con- 
ceived the idea of having a nursery in 
one of the rooms of the church, so that 
mothers could attend the church service 
and leave their babies in the nursery. 
The girls took turns with the work, and 
made it a real blessing to many mothers. 

Let us not forget, however, with all 
these very necessary and worth while 
forms of service, that after all our great 
ministry is to tell others about the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Let us ask him to keep 
us close to himself and so yielded-to his 
will that he can work through us in 
whatever he gives us to do to make 
Christ known. Let us ask him to keep 
us from becoming occupied with the 
mere doing of things and make us so 
sensitive to his will that we may under- 
stand at all times how he wants to use 
these Christian duties to his own honor 
and praise and glory. 

he 

Have I done what God asks of me in order 
that I may serve him aright? 

Am I looking to him moment by moment 
to direct my service ? 

Is telling others about Christ the main 
objective of my Christian service? 

PHILADELPHIA. 


we 
A trial subscription for Christian 


Youth,—ten cents for ten weeks. The 
new young people’s paper published by 
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Sirengthen 
pour Hyo-Glossus 


will be Powerful. 
Rich,Compelling 


U have.a Hyo-Glossus-in your throat, 
though you are not conscious of it. The 
nerve center in the brain controlling thie 

muscle ie dormant. Aea-result you cannot 

isolate your Hyo-Glossus—you cannot exere 
cise it—you cannot strengthen it. 

Yet here lies the secret of a beautiful and 
powerful voice. 

Caruso developed his Hyo-Glossus—uncon- 
eciously—without scientific guidance. But he 
required many years-to accomplish it. You 
can develop your Hyo-Gloseus under ,the 
scientific direction of an i t 
scientist. The results are certain. You will 
begin to see improvement in surprisingly 
short time. Your overtones will be greatly 
multiplied. Your range will be increased. 
Your tonee will become clear, limpid, alluring. 


The Great Discovery 


Professor Feuchtinger, A.M.—tamous in the 
music centers of Eurcpe—discovered the se- 
cret of isolating the Hyo-Glossus muscle. He 
devoted years of his life to scientific research 
and finally perfected a system of voice train- 
ing that will develop your Hyo-Glossus mus- 
cle by simple, silent exerci right in your 
ewn home, 

The Feuchtinger System of Voice Produc- 
tion will be a source of wonder to you. 
arouses at once complete confidence and 
great enthusiasm. Results are certain and 
rapidly secured. It fe easy to understand 
and practice. 


100% Improvement Guaranteed 


The Perfect Voice Institute guarantees that 
Prof. Feuchtinger’s method will improve your 
voice 100%. You are to be your own judge 
take thie training—if your voice is not im- 
proved 100% in your own opinion we will re- 
fund your money. , 


Prof. Feuchtinger’s Book FREE 


You will do yourself a great and lasting 
good by studying.this book ‘ Physical Voice 
Culture.’ It may be the first step in your ca- 
reer. Do not delay. Mail the coupon today. 


aeaanm Perfect Voice Institutes = 22 eum 
1922 Sanayside Avenue, Studio 97-61, Chicage 


Please send me FREE Professor Feuchtinger’s 
book, ‘‘ Physical Voice Culture.”’ 1 have put X 















~ 


assume no obligation whatever. 
Cl Singing ©) Speaking ) Stammering © Weak Voice 


Name... 
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( For Family Worship 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 4 to 10 


Mon.—Jonah 3 : 1-10, 
The Nature of Repentance. 
It centers on the king’s perfect concep- 
tion of it, “Let them turn” (v. 8). It is 
the soldier’s “right about face,” and puts 
sorrow for sinfulness into actual prac- 
tice. John Bunyan-like repentance in 
Wesley, Whitefield, Edwards, and Finney 
days used to fling penitents on their faces ; 
it does not cut so deep nowadays. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
outpouring of the Spirit on the indifferent 
Church, and, that led to repentance itself, 
it may impress many in the world to 
realize sin’s exceeding sinfulness. 


Tues.—Isaiah 1 : 10-17. 
The Necessity for Repentance. 


For backsliding and error Israel had 
suffered national chastening (vs. 5-8). 
As she is overstepping into apostasy 
comes this warning, which might have 
avoided the captivity judgment, if heeded. 
Today there is literal sodomy in the 
world, and spiritual sodomy in the Church 
(vs. 9, 10), back of vast formal “wor- 
ship.” Repentance is a necessity to avoid 
God's individual and national judgments. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for a real 
present-day Isaiah, who may have his lips 
touched with a coal from the altar, and 
preach to this generation the needs of 
repentance and revival. 


Wed.—Luke 15: 11-24. 
The Prodigal’s Repentance. 

Treading “the primrose path of dalli- 
ance” will bring about a need that ought 
to make a prodigal, stranded in the far 
country, take stock (v. 17) that will lead 
to determination (v. 18), confession (v. 
19), humility (v. 19), and final decision, 
courageous and correct (v. 20). It is our 
Lord’s own, and therefore a perfect illus- 
tration of how to repent. Contrast the 
two “begans” (vs. 14 and 24). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
prodigal sons — and prodigal daughters. 


Thurs.—Hebrews 11 : 1-5. 
The Nature of Faith. 


’ Faith is a God-given conviction of 
things unseen, reversing the world’s 
maxim, “Seeing is believing.” It is stand- 
ing with full weight on all the promises 
of God in his Word. Its first leap is 
to creation (v. 3) or that “the ages have 
been adjusted by God’s command” (Wil- 
son’s Diaglot) ; its second to blood atone- 
ment (v. 4), and its third to a holy life 
and to resurrection truth (v. 5). 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
strengthening of the faith of believers in 
this era of doubt in which we live, and 
that God’s honoring of the faith of those 
who are praying for lost relatives and 
friends may increase the number of be- 
lievers. 


Fri.—-Hebrews 11 : 6-12. 
The Necessity for Faith. 


Because it is, through Christ, reckoned 
to us for righteousness, and because with- 
out it it is impossible to please God. We 
have illustrations of it in Noah and the 
patriarchs. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for a 
greater supply of the sources of faith 
through “preaching” (Rom. 10:17), and 
that preachers may be multiplied in both 
home and foreign lands, so that faith may 
come to many through the Word. 


Sat.—Hebrews 11 : 32-40. Heroes of Faith. 


This whole chapter is God’s own roll 
of honor, given by the inspiring Holy 
Spirit through the writer of the Book of 
Hebrews, showing how by faith alone the 
ancients were attested. It was faith that 
made them heroes in God’s sight. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for mod- 
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ern heroes of the faith, especially those 
who are facing and fighting the powers 
of darkness in the far corners of the 
earth, and that God will increase | thei? 
number very rapidly in order that the 
whole world may be speedily ebangelized 
in preparation for the return of Christ. 
Sun.—Psalm 27 : 1-5. 
The Security of the Believer. 
The late Dr. Lelacheur of the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance once rode with 
his missionary party through a band of 
Tibetan brigands, with their javelins 
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leveled, ready to be hurled, but their arms 
apparently temporarily paralyzed. The 
late Dr. Shepherd, colored, of the South- | 
ern Presbyterian Church, and his party 
were being aimed at by hostile Africans, 
when the leader suddenly recognized 
Shepherd as the healer of an old sore and 
ordered guns to be stacked.» But God 
does not always save the body, as’ faith 
has had countless martyrs, but the believ- 
ing soul is eternally secure (Rom. 8: 35- 
39). 

PraYER SUGGESTIONS: 
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RE you sincerely anxious to be 
done with dandruff, itchy scalp, 
falling hair and baldness? Do you 
really want to grow new hair? 
Perhaps you’ ve a/ready tried hard 
to overcome these afflictions. Per- 
haps you’ve put faith in barbershop 
* tips,”’ and used all kinds of salves, 
massages, tonics, all with the same 
results . . . lots of trouble and ex- 
pense but no relief ! 
Now, consider what J offer you. 
And figure out for yourself what a 


handsome proposition it is. I GUARAN- 
TEE to grow new hair on your head—on 
the top, front or temples—IN 30 DAYS 
... OF not one red penny of cost to you. 

Isn’t that a different story from those 
you’ve heard before? I don’t say, ““ Try my 
wonderful remedy—it grows hair!’ I say, 
and I put it in-writing, “I GUARANTEE 


to grow hair... or no cost.” 


My Method is Unique! 


Naturally, you say to yourself, ‘* How can'any- 
one make sucha guarantee? It’s bard to grow hair. 
Uknow,for I’ve tried a lot of things and failed.” 

Ah, that’s exactly the reason thousands who 
formerly suffered from scalp troubles bless the day 
For my treatment is based om 
science, on years and years of research. I studied 
scalps, not how to sell treatments. And I found, as 
did, leading dermatologists, that ordinary surface 
treatments of the scalp are futile. Baldness begins 
at the ROOTS, If roots are dead, nothing can 
: But in mest cases roots are only 
sleeping waiting for the right treatment to bring 


they heard of me. 


grow new hair. 


them back to healthy, normal life. 


I Reach the Cause of Hair Loss 


Now, [leave it to you. How can ordinary treat- 
ments penetrate to the roots of your hair? How 
can ordinary tonics or salves remove the rea/ caust 


of baldness ? 
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whose faith is wavering under _ the 
severity of tests, and for all those 
doubters who are not quite sure of their - 
salvation, that they may “know whom 
they have .believed.” 





A Whole Year for $1.00! 
rHe JLLUSTRATOR 


gives Sunday-school. teachers the best! 


- ** Would not do without it for fen times its cost.”* 
W.H. Colgrove. Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


























Here thinning hair does greatest 
damage to your appearance. 
Don’t wait till forelock disappears en- 
titely.ACT NOW to forestall baldness 1 
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My treatment goes below the scalp, right down = 


towards the hair roots, awakening them to new 
action. My treatment works surely and quickly, 
all the while stimulating the tiny blood vessels 
And with 
just the mere investment of a few minutes a day, 
thousands get these results from my treatment . . . 


around the roots to new life and action. 


or they never pay a cent ! 


DANGER: One, two, three-BALD! And 
haps total baldness, say leading dermato! 

if fo lect any one of the te 

above. 


ings. 

tae bow thin the hair. 

goring bald. Study my guarantee. 
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Thinner and thinner on each side a 
common to these 





ree places shown 
above ut so gradually does hair® depart, se* 
insidiously does baldness creep up on the av- 
erage man, that thousands fail to heed the warn- 
But there is nage for everyone, no mat- 
ead my message to men 
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I Welcome Investigation 







Do you want absolute proof of the true 
causes and proper treatment of baldness? 


Consult your family physician. Or 


up medical reference books. 


look 


Do you want positive proof that I can 
and do apply. these accepted scientific 
principles? I offer you the best proof of 


. - my personal 


ntee, backed up 


by “the Merke Institute, Fifth Avenue, 


New York. 


Others may make rosy but flimsy promises. 
eould do that, too! Buel 

to, for every statement 

Merke Institute. T 


dare to back me if I did 





Before you turn this page take a look 
Think how you'll look when 
your hair is gone. 

hen 
tear. out the cou 
it LF for the e 
complete story. n it 
mere theories, but scientific FAC‘ 
the details of my “‘ h 


offer. t 
home where there is electricity. 


slightest obligation. 
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' Avenue, New York City. 


ALLIED MERKE INSTITUTES, Inc., 
Dept. 1681, 512 Fifth Avenue, 
New York Ci.y. 


in plain wra of your book 
New’ Way to Grow Hair,” rz 
Merke System. 
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A Square Deal Guaranteed! 
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don’t. 1 couldn't afford 
is guaran- 


teed by the scalp 
research bureau, establi: 13 years, is 
known to thousands from Coast to C 


r Coast. 
It has a reputation to op = P. a 


when I guarantee to hair or not a 
penny am, you’re alooletele sure of a 
square deal. 


Why Suffer Years of Regret? 


the mirror at those thin spots on your 


r Consider how much 

tige and attractiveness you'll lose. 
F decide to act at once! Right now 
n_ shown below and mai 
REE booklet giving my 
ou'll find, not 
{ S and 
air grown or no pay” 
My treatment can be used in any 


Send the coupon NOW ! And by return 
mail the booklet is yours without the 
Allied Merke 
Institutes, Inc., Dept. 1681, 512 Fifth 
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